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Lately met , w the Country , faith 
a Difcourfe concerning Purga* 
tory and Prayer for the 
Dead > fahertin the Author 
endeavours by many waits to 
TVean me from my Faith , in 
thefe Points: Firft, He be¬ 
gins to difeountenance the Be¬ 
lief of the Roman * Catholick Qmrch , which teaches 
me to Pray for the Veceafed; by telling me , She 
was beholden for This to Her Worthy Forerun* 
ners y the Poets and Heathen philofopher.s^ Hen he 
labours to intangle it faith the ancient Cujlom of the 
Primitive Church , Praying to G 0T> for all the 
Saints. After y he proceeds to contradift it by the 

A a oppofite 
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The Introduction. 

opppfite.frofef[xpn_pf the Greeks, who never re¬ 
ceiv'd any luch DoCtrine from rheir Anceftors. 
•And he finally refolves to lofe it , arndft the divers 
Opinions of the Fathers , concerning the State of 
Men after Death. fut dff this in <vain : Form 
knofv Tvho is the Matter of Confofion and Contra¬ 
diction. And the (fates of Hell fall never prevail 
againji that Faith, vfhkk ~ii buftt. on the Rock, 
CHRIST. 'TV here Roman Cathofitfa fix 
their Article of fraying for. Souls departed. (Read 
without. Prejudice j judge without fartialityi confefs 
ypur Conyiflm wiihoik ObUinacy*. 

j - ... ■ - .«. 
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of Pagans Trying for the Dead. 

T HE Dijcourjer troubled at the early Pra- 
<ftice of Praying for the Dead in the Church, 
of GOD,allows this Cuftom, withafmilei Page 3 * 
to have been of very venerable Antiquity , 
and to have exceeded even Chrifiianity. it felf for feme. 

Hundreds of Tears. The Ghoft. of Elpenor in Homer,. Horn. CWyfv 
and of Palinurus in Virgil, abundantly fhew this . . vEncidlf * 

Jefts are not feafonable in ferious debates of Re- 
ligioa Nor do Roman Catholicks believe Prayers 
to be profitable for the Dead, becaufe the Poets have, 
defcrihd many Ceremonies ufed for their deliverance 
which nearly refemble. the prefent Pra&ice of the, 

Roman . 
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-Roman Church. Which of our Authors have giveti 
this loofe Account t Where has our Church thus ex- 
plicated the Reafon of Her Belief > When Pagans fpeak 
like Chriftians, we do not condemn them. And if 
the Poets feem to hint in their Fancies at fomething 
of our Faith, we Hill continue to profefs it. 

Pr*p.Evang. Eufebms reoiunrs of Plato, that he divided Mankind 
l. u. c. 36. into three Stater. Some, who excell’d in Hoiinefsof 
Life, enjoy eternal FeRcity, which it is neither poffi- 
ble for any Words to exprels, nor Thoughts to conceive. 
Others, who abandon’d themfelves to Vices and 
Wickednels, he fuppoftd were at their deaths convey’d 
to Hell, there to be tormented for ever. But now, be- 
fides thefe, he fpeaks of a middle fort, who, though 
they had finn’d, yet had repented of it; and theft 
he thought went down for fome time into Hell, to be 
purg’d and abfolv’d by grievous Torments.,* but after 
this , they Ihould be remov’d, and lhare in Honours 
prepared for them. ' The Difcourfer catches hold of 
this third State , and will have the Church of Rome 
beholden to Paganifm for it, which introduc’d it be¬ 
fore Chr\flianity was heard of fome 'Hundreds of Tears. 

. Thisis very remarkable. But, Is not HeQ and He** 
tw* too, as Chriftians believe them, defcrrb’d by this 
7— Pagan Philofopher t Will he call Hell a piece of Pa¬ 
ganifm, and renounce Heaven upon the fame ftore,as 
he does Purgatory , ora middle State, where the Dead 
1 . are relieved by the Prayers, of the Faithful, becauft 
theft Do&rmes are of very venerable Antijnrty, and 
exceeded Christianity for fome Hundreds of Tears t 
, ‘ I warrant ye, the Difcmtrfervjl\\ \n his next Pam¬ 

phlet condemn, (or the fame reafon, the Old Tfflemtut, 
which was writ long before ‘•Chrffianity y and Call inf 
•qneftioh the New Testament too; which exceeded even 

the 
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the ReKgioo by Lam eftabKfh'd, many Hundreds of 
Tears. 


CHAP, It 

Of the tPrimitiye Church^raying that GOT) i would 
he mindful cf the Saints. 


j*T"i 5 one thing to Pray to God with reference to 
I the Saints, and another to Pray to God for 
Souls departed. The PrimitiveChurch meant 
Jjy praying to God for all the Saints , to honour the 
Blefied Citizens pf Heaven; and beg*d that God, being 
mindful of them* would, at their intercejfim, grant the 
Faithful upon earth their Petitions. Theft Prayers 
were Tkaakjgivings. She pray’d to God for Souls de» 
parted* that he would be pleafed to remit to them 
thofe leffer faults , which they had through humane 
frailty contracted, and for which they Jufier'dm tt 
middle State. Theft Prayers were Expiations. The 
prelent Church performs her Devotions after the fame 
manner. Prayers for the Deceafed, are offer’d as an 
Bxpiatian to God for their Sins j 
* The holy Sacrifice is an Expiation 
(fays the-Council of Trent)for the 
Departed in Cbrift not yet throughly 
pargd. Prayers for the Saints are 
dire&edasa Thankfgiving to God, for their Happinefs, 
whofe Favour We covet; ^Giving Thanks to God, con- ***•'**■* 
tinues the fame ©Ecumenical Synod, for their FiSarier 9 pSi iTgratiS 0 * 

whofe protection we implore. agenveonim 

Had the Difcourjer taken this diftin&ion, he would 1 

not have told us, that, he needed.no other. Evidence, p 

thani 


+Co».Trid. Stfs 4a. Of. «. Oacet: 
Saofta Synodns Sacrifictea verc pro- 
pitiatorium efle — pro Dcfunftis is. 
Cbrifto nonddnt ad plauunPnrgatis.. 
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than the Liturgies pf the Primitive Chnrch, in which . 
we find them to have pray’d for the bed of perfons, 
for our B.Lady, for the holy Apoflles, &c. to (hew that 
they did not pray for the Dead , with any intent to re- 
' lieve them from Purgatory , or place of puniihment , by 
their Suffrages. And, I anfwer ; we need no other 
Evidence than thele publickand the very pla¬ 
ces of thofe Liturgies he cites, to prove, that the Pri¬ 
mitive Church meant, by praying that God would be 
mipdful of His Saints, to beg. their Jntercefiion ; and by 
praying, fpr Souls departed , to. relieve fhem. 

T lf theiiturgy of the Church of ASgypt ,afcrib*d, 

Arab. con. faiesthe bifcourjer to S. Bafil , S. Gregory Nazianzene t 
ufli. and S. Cyril of Alexandria , thus they pray • Be mindful, 

0 Lord, of, thy fervants , which have; pleafed jhee from, 
the beginning,; our holy Fathers the Patriarchs, Prophets , 
ApoJlpSy EvangeliJls, a,nd all the Souls of the "juft, which, 
have fyed in the Faith, 'especially the holy glorious^ and, 
ever more Firgiu’Miry, Mother of God,S. John the Fore- 
runner, the Bapti/l, and Martyr, S. Stephen the ffrjl 
Qeacon, and Martyr, S. Mark the Apofile, Evangelifl and 
Martyr. \ .... : ^ • 

See how fervent the Primitive Church was in this 
Devotion, which alledges the Memories of Her Saints, . 
„ thereby to move God’s mercy towards Sinners,; This 
Chap. .32.13- is confirm’d in the Book of Exodus, where we read the 
‘ like prefcription of Prayer. Remember Abraham, I/aae, 
<w/lfrael* thy fervants, to wham .thou jwarejfl, by thy 
own felf, and faidfi unto them, J wtf y multiply your Seed 
-. . 'as the flarrs of Heaven —— and our Lord repented ( was 
■ pacified ) of the evil which he thought to do unto his People. 

■ ■ : Thus Mofes pray’d to God hy the Mediation of the 
. holy Patriarchs; A-Form, of Prayer fo pleafing to 
Heaven, xliat God having declar’d 1 a little before how-' 

He 
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He wouldconfume the Ifraelites for their Sin of 
Idolatry, the Memories of His holy Servants, though 
not yet in Heaven, being but laid before Him, He 
prefently pardon’d them. And how much more eafi- 
ly will he yield himfelf to be overcome by the Inter- 
ceffion of thole, who ling His perpetual Praifes in e- . 
temal Felicity? This is juft the * Roman Catholicks sek^xap, 
praying to Saints. How agreeable to the pra&ice of j. 
the Primitive Church! How conformable to Scri- 

jKUre!' . ’ . , *«• Chnf Lit 

In the Liturgy of Constantinople , continues the Dif cdit> ^‘ ar in ’ 
courfer, laid to be Saint Chryfoftom\ we find the Very Euchoi. p.js. 
lame. We offer unto Thee , this reafonable fervice , for ■ p<r * l6 ^' 
thofe who are at Reft in 'the Faith , our Fore - Fathers , 

Fathers\ Tatriarks , Prophets and Apoftles , Preachers, 
Evangelifts , Martyrs , Confefors, Religious Perfons, and 
for every Spirit perfected in the.. Faith , . efpeciady, for 
our rnoft. Holy, Immaculate , and moft Bleffed. Lady , the 
Mother of God, the ever Vtrgjn Mary. ' 

Here xhcDifcourfer wifely ended the Prayer, before 
he- came to Amen: Or rather , found his. Miftake, 
and fo made a Paufe. The Liturgy goes on* railing 
the Praifesof Our B. Lady beyond thole of Seraphims. 

Then adds the Saint , whofe Memo¬ 
ry we celebrate, and ad the Saints, 
ly whofe Inter ceffion we befeech Thee, 

0 GOD to protect us. This is the 
Reafon , which' the Liturgy gives of ... 
the Primitive Church praying GOD. to be mindful of 
his Saints.. 

If you now ask., but why did She pray for Souls 
departed ; the following Words, of the fatrfe Liturgy 
Will fatisfy you. He (the Prieft) fays for. the. Dead . 

For the Reft and Remffion • of the foul of thy<*fervant 

b im 


Ibidem.* 

off* *) rif jJLfimr $ 

iyiw ait, . U 

Kifiauf im<rxi4cu i/u&S i Qdf* 
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T v: ? mtot-XBi 0 GOD inflate it in a ligbtfome place , where 
d T ov *.vyu\ tUgrg is no more any Grief,\ or Weepings feat it, where 
it may fee the fplendour of Thy face. ThePrieft prays 
ciae 7jk for Reft; the Departed therefore is in Pain: the Prieft 
W to/jfi- prays for hi sRemiffion; which (hews him to be in Sin. 


f*©*j . W 737 W % % » > % c i < n ^ » t 

■w «F« f XtL iviS}*. Ktfm. i artypi* W»wir w«ro eel* jp*, « 

' t/___ 1 _m a "V flv nrrtnatl'Tu 


q)60TE1Vy<if l¥*J9b ^ \ 

#-§p CLVTW iff* tTnfKQirU 79 0~f 7* fl-pOOWTK ats* 


This is fo plain of its felf, That Nicholaus Calafila, 
admir’d* how any one of ordinary Capacity * could 
fo grofly miftake the fence of the Litmp., as the 
Dijcourfer has done. Some here are deceiv'd (fays this 
Author ~) taking the Commemoration of Saints , at a 
ture! P o 33 Li * Prayer made to G 0 D for them, and not as a Thankf 
a’k>' IvSclv- giving. What gave occafion to this "Thought , I cannot 
t* mu n^imaoina For neither the things ihemfeives, * nor the 
SSX-rt of, the Sacrifice, 'afford any the like Conception, 
inday what do tve pray for in reference to them y who fleept 

rXiilei, ?°r Remifton of their fas, for their Inheritonce of the 
t ftr n»nwiv Jdngdomc of GODy for tfair Reft in the Bofome of 
«Vt»k tlvM Abraham, with the confntnmated Saints. Thus 4 the 
SfS^Giw* Ctatch fray’d. ■ - ! 

A<*j88p7»f W „ ", " ’L ' i ' 1 , , 

KoyttpSiv mw 7t?< m yo am r** t*». rOpm mnym *k* 

ak$ov , m am t*w i*ittv9* -fit Vt(ov()J«( ftifxdTvr. ft s’a. <H tvv, & tyx.*™ 
+roit KiMPfiHfdy.otSj ApitfH i(jutpn~v , KFJifovofBct, ■dr&rt’cwrtf & Tttf xoK m 

mu /£$$&&(*’. T&v T,f**M^*f **Xr* 


s. jiu&.sernu And, this is what St. Aafiin affirms of tlje fatin 
J f rerb AtI, C' church's, pious Cuftome, though not well underftodd 
ideoqihabet by Strangers: The Faithful , ays this Father, know 
Ecdenaftica mhat means this, Ecclefiaftical Duty, when the Martyrs 
quod fideies are repeated in their place at the Altar of GOD, whe^ 

noverunr,cum . , / v _ .. _ , . t ,,, 

Martyreseo loto re ck aiitur ad Altit'etXii, at» nonproipfis orator, pro carterisaBte* 
Defunftis oratwy ntiUria «ft eitim pw MwtjrC «r»«, cujuftroV itefceWI oraf«P«HM» 
commendaro. . , - 

Prayers 
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prayer? are hot Offer'd forthem, fat fir t other Copme¬ 
mrated Soub they are offer’d: For ft is, yut,/ujury t? 
fray for a Martyr, to wbofi infercefjionwe ought to ref* Xnclir . cap< 
commend our felves. And clfewhere he tells us, how i io. Pro non 
Prayers benefit other Commemorated Souls. * They are gjjygjj 
Expiations, fays He, for thofe who are not•very faf. nes font. 


CHAP. HI. 

Of the Creek Cfeutch Prying fir the Dead*, 

T HE pifcourfir offers Thrpe Regions to proye, 

That the Greek Church never pray’d for the 
Dead, with intent to free them from Purgp- 
tory , or a Middle state, where they fyffkx Pain zp/i 
Angtijb fox x\& Remainder of tjiejr pSiences. , . V 
I. 7 >heir Apology penp'd ty : Jr<fo Difiwnrfef 7. 

hifitop of Ephefbs, and prefenied to Cardiatl Cufiin, 
declares as much. , . ,,, , ; x , ; . 

11. The Deputies of the Council of Bafil, the Tear 
before^ pofitively declarey That theyneither had received 
any fuch 'DwlfrinT frOm SfJ&ir Ansfflors,~uuid -therefore, 
they would never accept it, . 

III. The Proceedings of the fame Marcus, and of 
the Greek Church after, neither of which, vpontd he drawn 
tO‘ cimfiutto\thiscTPnion x u ;, :, vL- . j. .>. 

. Jf. what.is, rotated !fc#i the npay be fop- 

pofed.’to have beeri wanfiu^ds.Cwbfcb jp.paucji'fo he 
fofpe&ed) the Three Reafona aUedged, murt pf ne- 
ceffity .be ynderfrop&pf fonje Cither Controverfy, than 
what is under Debate: for this was never contra- 
dja^dv.bjTithe?’,(fo^PbW'Ph.; i 

jPer&rcnii*ay unfortunately have 
. * B 1 failed 
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fallen into Errour, and fo lhare in the forgoing 
y?»xi ' 4 n(Hn this fence, the Firft Rtafon evidences 
of What mind Marat? was, before the Council of 
Florence ; but the Greek Church alwaies profefs’d the 
contrary Dottrine. The Second Sea/on foretells, how 
Marais with his Deputy, would; not own in the Coun* 
cil, ta have received any fuch.Tradition from his An- 
cefiors , and therefore would never accept it- but the 
Subicription of the Greek Church is there extant, and 
Recorded againft him. The Laft Reafon concludes 
Marcus continued firm in his former erroneous ^efb- 
lution; but the Greek Church, carried home what She 
had piiblipkly cOnlented* to, and figoM in^the Synod. 

But Marcus nzvtT confented to the Councils De¬ 
termination • 'hoidviArius to the Nicean. And Ma- 
eedoniUs was averfe to that o frConftantinople; and. N& 
, ftqrius never - approv’d of i;he Third aeumenical Court* 
Cifi'' Oftftngi' Proqieeding ‘The 'Otfc'oitrfeFs Caufe 
is Iddeflorate* ; that'he*s fbrcd r tOcrely op an Afo± 
ftate, ffom ,Faith, to fupport it. - > 

' ’ ' ' - ' e' ••> v .• - 

C<mil of; 


a \ 


■' u .v. 




\ZvkVGreekv. .Qjm.chhfm 
Flprence, 


Perform'd this Chrifiian Duty to Souls departed 
in the .fence already fet down<" Thisis not an Opi- 
mph, pick’d 1 out- Of' foriie ’ fio^li Writer,:; or war¬ 
ranted ; withb«t ! sthy Traditions it is the general. Era* 
£Fice bf thdir X'Burcb, Authorized in their Liturgies, 
and acknowledg’d in their publick Offices and De¬ 
votions. 1 • : • •' 

The Liturgy, which is' AfcribMto' St. Chryfofibm, 
prttyfc, That the^a^r-departed, may^changetheir 
- ; * - ' Sins 
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Sins, into Pardon; their Pain, into Reft; their Griefs 

and Weepings, into Joys .and Jubilees of never end¬ 
ing Satisfa&ion. The- Words are already mention’d 

iod* ftegrfqg Ch»fMr. r ... s.H- 

S. Bafil s Liturgy on Whit - [unday Feaft, ufes the tcrcia in Peu- 
fame Language. 0 GOD, Whovouchfafeft on this per - tacoften. 
fe&, and all-faving Feaft, to receive the Suffrages and 
Supplications made for the Detained in Hell (or place tofT?,*** 
of Purgation.} We earneftly hope Tou will import tothefe 
Imprijond, Freedom .from Griefs, which encompafsthem, ? 

and Confolation. Hear us abyetl and miferable Creatures >t#rut«/*(v«r 
'praying to Thee •, Give Reft to the Souls of thy Ser- jyl 

vants, before our dayes departed , in a bright place, a %i&eu, u*yi- 
flourijhing place, a place of Cheerfulnefs ; ivhere there T , 4 J 7 ®?** 
is no more any pain, for row and filing* and feat their 
Souls in the Tabernacles of the Juft-, and of Peace,' and rw< 

Forgivenefs. ■ • : J ‘ 

o J TtX 0yT&V< * V ~ 

Tovf httySv 

KXJ 7ltLjO,-J r VX? 1V X? 7l{u7I%£rdJ. ’£ 7IUX,ls<7Vy YHUCdV T , xai QiKTtOf 

JittMfw <rx f JOeti dyetirtofty r«> r MtF&v ex T or tstw 

fUTHyc*, or tottv J/Assp© , a* f-V.3* (C7tiSfet TtSiatt oJVyw, K\J7m y 

K&ir&v&falc i Keel- KprcL7u£ov tjL rv%v(JULT& 'ourrur %v ^Kityetli ft/c&iav, K&i u%vrHi 
\ 9 i <£v%aw$i < '• * v ' 


In the Taracletica, the Greek Church thus fings. inParaclet. 
From Tears, and Bewarlings, which are heard in Hell, ^ 

deliver thy Servants ‘ 0 SAVIOUR'. Hell \s arvufual U idfS'* 
Word, which fignifies the 'Place of'’"the Damned,- and &$***'* 
exprefles likewile.the Middle State of Souls. Thus 
the Word Prifon exprefles the Place, where Hainous 
Malefa&ors are detained; and fignifies alfo the Goal, 
into which, thofe, who commit only Petty Faults 
and Mifdemeanor^.'are>o6ndu<ft»d. Wecanrtot here 
by the Word.Hell, underftand the cx'cr/^/ifg Con¬ 
finement r , The Greek Church holds the Wicked and 
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( Impious without Redemption. Nor can the Damned 
be called the Servants ofChrift, Deliver thy Servants , 
0 Saviour. They are his greateft Enemies. 
in offic.Exeq. In the Office, they pray ; O let the Study Lard , 
in Euchol. fiy Jeceafed Servant [ 561 ] enjoy reft in a place of 
brightnefiy a place of pleafantnefs and delight , whence M 
tireinwmy ^ pain , grief y and anguijh , are banifUd: Forgive , as a 
clement an * "Krciftd Gody whatever offence may he by him 

JtiKn « to/* committed in wordy deed j and thought, 
it lim 

TWf, cy 'Phm c# Tiym IvdAA'niJ'fi iJVrw, At/W, >£ ftraffiSf* 

Tl£y dpuifmfm 7* v d£t/*S «V tv , rf J^apoIa 9 s?$ eiyaSo's £ 

&t%{ nf%ftnw 


In Q$ao T##. the Prieft prays , that our B. Lady 
would intercede to God, to free the Deceafedfrom hit • 
572. Knj ju- ter Torments.-*— Afterwards he fays, With a doleful 
•miww» Voice we leg the Creator of all things to releafe the De- 
ceafed, and take fifty on him,. 

(4/tJA ^ - 

AtouQf/M rip mdv ib<n*7mh&$ t$ prmgdfli iVtwv JltpnSiyaj , 7 J Sa*©-. 


Nfch. Afhtfta- In Officio Olei Sanftiy they pray, 0 Go/, Give reft to 
rap Metro- ffc f ou i 0 f thy Deceafed Servant: Eafe him of Evils • 
Obs. tod ?L deliver him from darknefs ; take him out of Prifon t and 
tionibus. K di lodge him where the Juft inhabit: Loofe his Chains; Cave 
VfifZoZ tS from ft ripes j lead him out of Prifon and Darknefs , 

«too/Z^to T * and officiate him with your Elctt. 

19 

iru tSp kokZv » 19 r* &Jtir*< 9 £ Jrd)*y t r»<* fvAexJJ*, $ 

dvrh idm. 0} <h)tcuot ru avk^p^)* Keti dvti r^v t/Wywis cw^Aucrop aw»V ti< 
fddTty©-^ K . dvdycLy\ ctvjip Ttjf QVtuXJtSf 9 to rS fJCQTVf » XdLT(i'Tu£ f QV *Wy /ar#f 
WF tXAf*7»F #«. ' ■ • 


Againft the 
Second Rea- 
foil. 


■ > ■ . •* • 

7 $e Greek Chutch in the Council Florence, 

Ratifies what we ha ve deliver’d concerning Prayers 
for the Dead. The Council call’d, and anembled; 

the 
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Cone. Gen. Labbei parif. pag. 27. 

'O flip faouitot K0\a.(ffv Ketl 
707T0V H0\cLOlUf % TAW * U 

JS& 7rvfQ{* 


t'i], 

the Laiin.es forthwith propofed the Queftion of Furga* 
tory , or place where the Dead are tormented, and 
help’d by the Prayers of the Faithful j The Greeks 
gave this Anfwer : The Greeks 
truly hold , That in the World to 
come there is pain , for row ,• and a 
place of pain , hut no Fire. The 
Greeks then never difputed the 
being of Purgatory, where Souls departed undergo pain, 
andforrow. And the Latins believe no more. For, 

'* In the Laft Seflion, the P roc eft on of the Holy' Cboft 

agreed too, on both (ides, ail embroils untangled, 

and difturbances quieted, the Debate of Purgatory was 

moved again, and refblved by both Churches, the 

Latin and Greek joyning jointly together, that there 

were Three States of the Dead; of Saints in Heaven ; 

of the Wicked in Hell; and of a middle State of Souls 

in a place of Torments, viz. of thofe Chriftians who 

had linn’d, repented of it, and confeft’d, yet had not 

performed Works of fatisfaflion ; for which Prayers ^ 

and Alms are offer’d and given. In this Sene tfofeph 7 » 

Patriarch of Conflantinoble confefs’d a Purgatory of & P 0 ^ 

Souls. And all the Greers, except one or two, fub- 

lcrib’d to the Definition of the Council, worded after 1 

this manner. If truly penitent , they died in the Love 

of God, before they fatisfied by worthy fruits of re* a QuUyJ- 

pentance , for what they committed and omitted , their *h 

fouls , after death , are to he purgd in Purgatory pains , 

and that they may he relieved in thefe pains , the jufira- i<orcm*7- 

ges of the Faithful living, holy Sacrifices , Alms-deeds, 

perform d according to the Church's Infiitution , are bene- hf* &}&, a*- 

ficial to them. 

1 7 ft* 

ityii/nyioitSiu? xadaff t&ai &a9ehw % 5rt #VoX4 d\n&{ raw 

7M7V9 ityiottMj A vowik+p ivTaU rmi 7 Sv Wttap /ha tnfat 7dt i t 

$&li Svri&f *al %vx*f **t iAvtywvr*f,,K*7ei 7 + 7 m in&ntUt fway 110 . 70 * 
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Thir'iKeaiL. The Greek Qjiircb.after the Qtimcil of Florence, 

No doubt carried home, what She had alwaies 

profefs’d and fubfcrib’d to.ia the Council. Paludanus 

asks, How does the Synod prme Souls 
Mud inDifccp. proConc.FI. f p y ^ Dea(h And A 

II U( n niVO<t&' tfaTH, 077 t d> J 

«i 4 vx^i Ka 3 »?oF 7 «/ fwers, nrlt, From our own Prattife ; 

t-w •, ply U^etS'iiyfja.T^ and after , From the Teftimonies of 

rs 1 Sr txy?j U* My Fathers. And the very 

Liturgies that they formerly had in 
Edeem, the Greeks now reverence. ’ The publick 
Prayers they Antiently offer’d, are the lame which 
they now-a-daies pour forth. 

Mifla s. p. The Pried prays thus in the Mafs, which the prer 
Joan, chry- :lent Greeks now lay in Rome, for the Dead; 0 GOD, 
f ^ at °f departed fervant [ J 13 ] may enjoy 

ttefl, an ^ obtain Pardon; feat it in the place of Light, 
w*s dvetmtv- where no for row, nor bemoanings are heard; place it where 
oiwc VSf •j!- 4 " ** ma y watt on the fpiendor of thy Countenance.. 

%ji m . .. •. 

era ^ny&. t bhTinrto $coWy(j> iY&ti dm Spa, hum, dyeL7ntvc*v avtw i 

^ dvdx*v&v dv T«r> eivVKomU to T» 7 Tfo<J®V* <T\t. 


Mifla S. P. 


*.. Gabriel Severus aflliresus, that as the well-meaning 

' v Greeks alwaies did, fo do they at prefent pray with in- 
Gah. 9c?er: ; tent to free the Detained in a middle State of pain and 
(le Pbrg^'^j korfoWa The Apoftles, lays this Greek, and who fuc * 
Si *‘A TRi&hQt' ceeded them,-the Prelates,- and'Priefts, and the whole 
*5” “ fT '*' J Z Order of Orthodox Perfons, pray'd like fervant s with de- 
*-*7^ jetted minds; and now pray G 0 D for the faithful Ortho* 

OKOV TO 

r tov ’OgdoSof^ay dtthihvs *au 7t£TW^ \vti$ctKtL\inxjn Xets* Trap&XeL^iei tov 8«3/ uVif 
t~v KiKoifJwuivvv ’O %£/$i&yvy , hek TV^yo/p iMudegicif t*v B &vdv*>ir, kai 
t*v dfunptvv 

dox 
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efox deceased Chrifiians ,, that they may he freed from 
their Torments , and chain Pardon of their Sins. 

I end this (Chapter, with the misfortune of Marcus 
Eugenicus . ¥or,what isivorfe } (kid Georgius Scholarius Georg. Jch. 
in the Council of Florence , VVhat is worfe, than that p io r ^ n < j 0nc ' 
man y of what Dignity foever he he y fhould oppofe t« $ x 4 '? 01 '* 
an OEcumenical Synod , which represents the Vniverfal ”' T *> 
CM if GOD. ; 

• ' » •dtAeiy 2v- 

dvS'i&t&gj , jf w oaw t»k t? 0? ExjtAnaW 3tt$isn<r/r« 


The Church then ahvaies held Prayers for 
the Dead, as part of a Chrifiians duty ; and this too, 
with intent to free thole Chriftians who had finned, 
but repented, yet had not perform’d Works of fotifi 
fo&ion, from a Middle State of fouls, a Prifon of 
confinement, tears, forrows, fighings, pains, darknels, 
evils, ftripes, chains, and bitter torments. If this be 
not to pray with defign to., deliver fouls departed out 
of Phrgatory, I know hot, what it , means. ' r 


CH AP. IV. 

i'Of ihe^Opinions of the Fathers concerning^ 
, -! . : the State of Mm after Death, - : 


A Midft the Variety of Opinions, the Difcourfer 
4* fmgles out Three, which he'guefled to be-moll 
fit to his prtlent pur pole, 'and which foem to have - 
been among the ancient Fathers* concerning the State 
of Men/after Death, more generally received. Bel,ar * ss. 

I. That the Souls departed do not ftraightway go®®* 1, ,,c * 5 ' 
fo Heaven, butrfemain in a; place offejnejter., a plea- 
,'t D font 
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(ant State, free of trouble and pain, yet earneftly er- 
pedting their final Confum matron in Glory. 

An other Opinion there was df the Millenary King¬ 
dom , That thole of the Faithful, whole Piety had* 
been mod eminent, (hould reign a. thoufimd years in 
all delights with Cbrift upon earth. 

A Third Opinion, and that too, not without Pa¬ 
trons, was, That all men being rais’d up tit theLaft 
Day, Ihould pals through a certain probatory Fire, in 
which every man Ihould be fcorched and purified 
lbme more, others lefs, according as they had lived* 
better or worfer Lives here upon earth. * 

The Fir ft, (ays the Difcourfer, Fray'd that GOD 
toould comfort them iu the lofome of Abraham, with 
the blejfei Company of Holy Angels, and the Vifion of 
our Saviour Chrift, tiU the vtifbed for day of Judgment 
/hould come. The Second flattered themfelves, that by 
their Prayers, they might haften the Felicity of their 
Friends, and accordingly pray'd for their fpeeth rift no 
in Chrift’s Kingdom. The Third fort pray'd that Gc3 
mould have Mercy on their Dead at the taft day, and 
not fuffer them to be fo much fluff d and burnt in the 
General Conflagration, at the end of the World. How 
true thefe things are, I lhall not enquire. - The Oif- 
courler advances them without proof and holds them 
no more than Opinions, This is Efficient for me at 
prelent. 

But the Difcourfer avers, that it is from thefe Opi¬ 
nions, That thefe of the. Roman Communion dmpofc upon 
the Unoeary, their pretence of Antiquity for this Doc¬ 
trine. Confidence will aflert any thing. And 1 expec¬ 
ted a great Warranty for this bold Afiertion. And ma y 
expect long enough, before I get one 3 for the Difcourfer 
is fo fiur from thinking of this, thatbe’hasnotssyet 
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made Choice of which of thefe Opinions he ihall 
pitch upon to do our bufineft ; and therefore barely 
aflerts, from theft Opinions it is, but he knows not from 
which of them it is; or rather he knows *tis from 
none of them, nor upon any other pretence whatfo- 
ever, do the Roman Catholicks endeavour, to impofe up¬ 
on the Vmoary. This indeed he waranted fulbciently, 
wiping off in fome manner, the foregoing Afperfion, DlTc . p . 10 . 
by taking care to tell the Reader, That he allow’d 
of what Natalis Alexander faid, to be the Belief in 
this point of the Roman Church. Thefe are Natalis’s Aiani. 
Words ; the only thing therefore , that is in Controversy ^2 "' 3 ' 
between Catholicks and troteftants, is this, whether Faith id unum itaq-, 
teaches there ha State of the Dead, in which theyfhaO ^J&Tro- 
te expiated by temporary Punifhments , and from which teftantes in 
they may be freed, or otberwife helped by the Prayers ^"^overfi- 

of the Church* trumjFides 

doceat ali- 

qa«n defapflornm llatum in quo pcenjs temporaneis eipkntur, a quibos, Ecdefi* 
precibus libetari, vel in ijs fublcvari poIDnt. 


How for diflant this Belief- and Senfe of Roman- 
Catholicks is from the Three mentioned Opinions, a 
fhort perufal, and flight eomparifon, will abundantly 
evidence. For the Firft, that place of Sefuejler , was 
free,as the Difceurfer will have T it, of all pain and trou¬ 
ble: And the Second, that of the Millenary King¬ 
dom , overflow’d with fatisfa&ions j there is no Sm 
in either of them, to be pardon’d; no penalty to be 
endur’d, which are the Motives, Why Roman Catho¬ 
licks pray, that God will be pleas’d to help the de¬ 
tained in a Middle State, or Purgatory. Nor can 
the laft State, viz. that of the general Conflagration, 
enter into this prefent Controverfy, becaufe it has not 
as yet a Being, it only will be, fays the Difceurfer in Difc. pag. 5. 

the 
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Nihil inno- 
vetur r oift 

quod tradi- 
tunieft. 


Chap. 


... -i 

the end of the World. And what is convincing, the 
Difcourfer acknowledges all this to be true, where, he 
lavs, It is evident to any one that fhaUpleafe to com- 
pare thefe. with the Account I jhall hereafter give of the 
prefent Roman Purgatory , how vafily different they were 
from' what is now propofed to us as an Article of Faith. 

*Tis very true, That Roman Catholicks diftinguilh 
between Faith and Opinion, what they now believe 
in this prelent Controverly, was alwaies lookt upon, 
as part of a Chriftians duty. But I cannot lee how 
Reformers can allow of any liich diftin&ion. Opinion 
increas’d their pretended Reformation of Religion, in¬ 
to Thirty Nine Articles. But Roman Catholicks are 
the Old Church, with which Chrifi has. promis’d, and 
his Promiles are certain, to be prelent, till the end 
of the World. She daily repeats what blefled Pope 
• Stephen faid in the Third Age, in the Voice of Her 
lurviving and chief Paftors upon Earth ; Let nothing 
of Novelty he introduc'd, keep what you have from Tra¬ 
dition. 


CHAP. V, , 

What it is the (Jhmh ©/" Rome means by ?PraJ» 
ing for the Dead . 

I Have already given a Ihort, and as I. think, fatiP 
factory Account of this, in? the Decree of the 
Council of Florence , where it is determined,. That we 
pray for the Faithful deceafed. , who have not fuffici- 
ently latisfy’d, here upon earth, for their Offences 
for which they now fuffer, that God would be pleas’d 
■to free them from thefe Sufferings. , •. ••, 
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• TheOotincilof TWteaChtethe very fame, That emu. thl 
the Sacrifice is anExpiatien offer*dy net my for the fins, 
pahiSyfatisfaBions, and ether necejfities of the Living ; ft n £h fyn^us 
hot alfi.for the deceafed in Cbrifi , not yet fully purged, facrifidum i* 
according tothe Tradition^ the Apoftlts. $S.E°’ 

’ ; - • cflc~quod non 

foKlm pro fidelinm vivorum peccatis, poenis, fatisfaftiotubni, & alijs neceffitatibus, fed 
& pro dcfunftis in Chrifto aoadum ad plea am purgafis, rite juxta Apoftolorum Tra- 
ditionem* offertur. 


: In the Third Canon of the fame Seflion, the fame sefs.it. c**. 



vis & Defun- 


Q&u pro pcccatis, pcenis, Gttkfadionibus, St alijs neceffitatibui, offem dcbere •, Ana* 
thema fit. 


And in the Decree of Purgatory, we find thefe. 

Words; Since the Catholick Church, injpiPdby the Ho? Sefs.t^.De¬ 
fy Ghofi y has from Holy Scriptures, and Ancient Tradi- omotbo- 
tion of Father Sy taught in Holy Councils y and lafi of all, KcaEcciefia, - 
in this OEcumenical Synod , that there is a Purgatory 
and that the Sods 'there detained, are help'd by the cns Literis,** 
Suffrages of the Faithful •• especially, by the acceptable & anti( i ua P* 
Sacrifice of the Altar, the holy Synod commands , &c. one? InfiS 

— -< ... Xondliis, &-* 

noviffime in hie OEcnmenica Synodo docuerit, Purgatorium efle, Animasquc ibi d«en- 
tas, fideHum Suffrages, -potifliipam verb acceptable Altaris Sajrifkio javari, prxcipit 
Tanfta Syqoddsr • ; 


Oat Article of Belief, is thus worded in our pro* 

Jfcffion of. Faith* - couch’d in the , Bulla of Pius the Jfui Cm 
Fmtfii f firmly, hddy that there.isr. a Purgitotyi: Qot Trid.seft.n. 

~ • r . r ; !•' j ■ • - • : f • in fine. Con- 

ftanter tento Poi'gatoriuto cflfe, Ammasque ibi detcntas Fidelium Suffragijs juvari. 
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' middle StU^y-aM'tht ihntorii TfaA'cttmiJ:* dr* 
help'd by the Suffrage* if the Faithful. -\ ’\ ' \ 

In the Canon of the Mate, the frteft makes tha* 
in cm. M\jf. Commemoration of the Dead ; Be mindful Q Lord, u$ 
Mcn 2f nt0 . eti " thy feryants 12. and SSL who aregone before.us, wtktk/b 
rutn!ftinnki- fig* of Faith, and reft in the Jleep of Peace. 
rumqac tnaf- * * ► ' " 

rum Y. & N< quincfepmeflirunt, ’OM*6gnfr Edei> «t donmuot in foian® Pads.. 

Here are mention-d faeh Peadaj a|e pray’d for ia> 
particular.. . ; 

Jp0s Dotnine, To whom 0 Lord, and to all phatrtff in Chuff, gfant 
& omnibus in ^ lefeech Thee, a place of refrtffment , of light, and' 
S-wSbuTio- °f f eace * through the fame Chrifi our Lard, Amen. 

cum refrige- 

rij, lucis, & pads, utindulgeas deprecamuf. Per etfndcm Cbrifeun Domipam no- , 
fipnn. Amen. 


fyMiJf. m- 
ftm&. Fide- 
lium Deus 
omnium Con* 
ditor & Rs- 
demptor,ani- 
mabus famit- 
larum, farau* 


Andin theMafs for the Dead', he prays thus $. 
O God, the Creator and Redeemer of the Faithful,^ 
grant to the fouls of thy feryants y both men and wemen >r . 
remiffion of all. their fas, that ly the pidus fipplicatious 
of the faithful for tljm^ fyeyjnay $tw the Pardon, 
they have almies vbifhed for,_ : / 


tarumq', tua- 

rom remiffionem cunftorum tribue peccatonm, utindulgantiain, quasi fanner - opta- 
Ttruut, Pus fopplicationibus confcquantur. 


Tho’ the Cuftom, Intentiob, and Belief of the fo- 
man Catholick Church, be fully laid down and mani- 
fefted from thele pubUdcReoord< ? as', to- what She 
means, by.praying for /fr/t deported, yet perhaps,, 
the repeating of. them in fomefew Reflections may 
opt be ungrateful to taeaaers Ca^pim. . 




Di< . zed by ^ooQie 







C *9 l 


way -for- all Sinners, though never fo great- 
V V , of whpfe Salvation we have feme Sign* and 
Hopes at their departing hour; For thefe may be call’d ' ^ 

the Faithful, deceafed. This is what the Council of Conc.Flor. 
eurmct includes iothefe Words: If they <W truly srii 
petit eat ia the Love af GeJ. They may be called /be Jc- Dc< ‘ M r 
eta fed i« Chrifty as the Council of Trent expreues it j £ 0n> T r ;d. 
ahd the "Souls of thy Servants, as the Priefl: prays for them sefs. 32. c. 2. 
huheMafifottheDW. 

Nor ought we to be blamed, for complying with this 
pious- Exercifej though fome of the deceafed, for 
whom Prayers axe offer’d, fhpuld be really in Heaven, 
or in H4t j for m .doubtful thing*, the fecureft is beft 
to be choten. And Prayers, fome wayes or'other, 
ftUl prove beneficial. S. ilhiftrates this, after 

his ufual manner* with great fenfe and approbation 
WUfi okejf htgSy either of the y%r, fyf ^ Father* 
of of Ordered for all tb $.; ; 

if tm vttSiS&'lSU ft. 

tbtY I* tyw? ver J Good} OF quarumcnoq^ Eleeraafynarum pro Ba- 

m V ttff&'SgfSSi 

fof’jheWy *'VWy' tSaa^ Ot f un j t peonoa valde malis, propitia- 
in a middle'State, they are Expia- tones funt.v pro vakj* maiis, & fi 

tions; tf for the very Wic ea , qualefcunq*, Vivorum Confolatones 
the Damned, although they prove not » funt. 
advantfigious to theft unfortunate De¬ 
ceafed \ yet they become Confolatipus to the Living 
They are Witness 6f the performance of their 
Ghriftttn Chwky^ 1J ' • 

, ' i * * ' ■ * ’ * • , 

plJLJUt . 
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Cone. Flor. in 
Decret. 

Con. Trid. 
Sefs. 22. Can. 
3- 


Proverb. 
Spes qua* dif- 
fertur affligit 
Anirnam. 


11. JStfleetfott. 


"X 7T 7E pray that God would, be pleas’d to lellea 
V V the fain, which the Faithful deeeafed endufc 
in a middle State. The Council of Florence declares, 
we pray with intent to free them from their Sufferings j 
that of Trent affirms, The facrifice is offer'd as an 
Expiation for their pains; the Priefi at Mafs in the 
Memento , begs, That God -would grant them a place of- 
RffrefhmenK ' ‘ 

What this fubftaqtially confifts in, the Church 

allowing of a Middle State, concludes to be the fuf- 
penfion of feeing God • which muds heeds be grievous, 
in regard the Obje<St -expedfed, is foearncflly defired. 
For Hope prolong'd^ aS the wife Man r teaches, totnienfs 
the Soul. • , , 

How far this fufpenfion of feeing God is extended; 
whether accompanied with grief, or darknefs, or aq- 
guifh, or real ■fire, when thefe pains are to fendV 
where undergon, in the dusky'aire, wherethe Devils 
dwell, or under, ground, or eifewherej 'are School* 
Qpeftions, varioufly hgitated by Divines, , atid apper¬ 
tain not to Faith. But we are fore there is fbtne pains 
to be endur’d, becaufe thefe is fomthmg of fids* re*, 
main, to be purg’d and paidonU * < : : - 

, ‘ ' ' ' V . .* 

in. jfUttwttMi. 


'. . . . . .. . V V . , . J 

T tte caufe of Pain, is Sin.; Sin confifts of Two 
Parts : The Fault which ftajps the Soul ; and 
the Guilt , which Renders it Liable to punilhment. 
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If the Sin he 1 mortal* eternal; if venial, it mull be 
temporal: For all Sin deferves fbme punifliment. 
Now belides eternal pain, which the Fault of all 
mortal Sin carries along with it, there remains fome- 
times at leaft the Guilt of fome temporal penalty 
due to the Jullice of God, to be paid in this world, 
or in the next. The Church has pronounced this 
Truth, in thefe Words of the Coun¬ 


oil of Trent ; * If any one. fhaO fay. 
That the Fault after the Grace of 
Juftifcation, is fo remitted to eve¬ 
ry penitent Sinner , and the Guilt of 
eternal Punifhmevt is fo blotted out , 


Cone . Trid. Can* 30. Sefs. 6 . 

Si qtjis poft acccptam Juftificationis 
gratiam, cuilibet peccatori pcenitenti 
ita Culpam remitti, & reatum aeter- 
nx pcenae delcri dixerit, ut nullus 
remaneat rcatus pcenae temporalis ex- 
folvendae, vel in hoc feculo, vel in 


that there remains no Guilt of tern- futur <>> » n Purgatorio, antequam ad 
ford fain to be paid for , mi, or ShS?”^ ^ 
hereafter in Purgatory , before there 
be an Entrance granted into the Kingdom of Heaven , 
let him be Anathema, And GOD has revealed the 


fame in Holy Scriptures. Is it not true, That the 
Fault , and Guiltof eternal Punifhment .of the firft 
Sin, which we call Original , are both expiated, and 
and quite walh’d away in the. waters of Baptifin i ' 

And; yet there remains a Guilt of temporal Affli&i- Rom * I2, 

An to be undergone , that of Death. We mud all 

die. Again, the Ifraelites grievoufly offended God 

by murmuring. Mofes interceded for them. . And Numb, u- 

our Lord faid 1 have forgiven it. And yet God with 

the fame breath declares, That he has not remitted 

the. temporal Punifliment, which remains due to His 

Divine Juftice. This they are to pay. Their Fathers 

are excluded the Land of Canaan , and die in the Wil- 

dernefs. And their Children wander forty Years in 

the Defert. 


This <?#/// of temporal Penalty, which is oftentimes 

F the 
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the remainder of mortal Sin remitted, retains the 
.name of Sin. Thus the Evening or Remainder of the 
day, is not improperly (till calPd day. And it is up- 
on this Account, and for lefler, or venial Sins; whofe 
Faulty whilft tlie Sinner liv’d upon earth, is not for¬ 
given, or Guilt not pardon’d ; that we generally pray 
Con.Fior. in God to remit to Souls departed, their Sins ; who have 
rjeirct. not fufficiently fatisfied for their Offences, lays the Coun¬ 
cil of Florence ; for their Sins and Satisfactions , dc» 
Cone. Trill, crees the Council of Trent ; for the Remiffton of all 

C an. 3. Sels. their Sins, prays the Prieft in the Mafs for the Dead, 
22 . 

iv. xuflectfott. 

I Clofe the Controverfy between Catholicks and Pro- 
teftants in this narrow Compals, whether, We 
ought to believe that the Dead in Purgatory are helffd 
by the Prayers of the Living, as our Article of Faith 
words it: or ( which is the-lame thing, and con¬ 
tains all) whether, It be fart of a Cbri(tians Duty to 
fray , (as the Prieft does at Mals) that God void re¬ 
mit to Souls defartedy their Sins. The Difcourfer can¬ 
not blame me for omitting the word Pain , in my 
Propofition. For if there be any detained in a mid¬ 
dle State , whole Sins are not yet fully purg’d, or if 
they be fmaU ones, and entirely remain ; there is 
without difpute, fome Penalty to be undergone for 
them. This is undeniably true, becaule all Sin, as 
the Difcourfer acknowledges, infers an Obligation to 
Page ji* Punijbment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Why Roman Catholicks believe the Dead are 
help'd by Prayers, 


I F you ask me the Formal Reafon y Why Roman Ca¬ 
tholicks believe it td be a part of a Chriftians du¬ 
ty to pray for the Faithful deceafed ; I artfwer, . 

Becaule God Jias taught us fo. . Apofiolical Tradition 
allures us of it; the Pra&ife of the Vniverjal Church 
confirms it ; Holy Scriptures authorife it. 

We do not pretend that Sciptures have any where 
commanded this Do&rine. // you feek a Precept in the cnn. ’mu. 

, Scriptures, lays TertuUian , you cannot find any . Nor c > 4 - si Le- 
is this absolutely necellary, to make it a part of chri- | e s m s ”p t ° u ft r "l 
ftian duty. It is abundantly lufficient for this Obli- rnm, nuiiam" 
gation j if firft, it be recommended to us by Reve- invcnics * 
lotion from Heaven; and fecondly, propos’d to the 
Faithful, or pra&is’d by the Univerlal Church of 
C HR/ST. The Will of GOD , or Revelation , is 
recommended to us in Holy Scriptures , or convey’d 
to us by the Apoftles and their Succejfors. The Vni- 
verfal Church is either taken diffufively y as it is Ipread 
o\£jr the World ; or colleETtvely, as it is aflembled in 
an OEcumenical Synod, which reprefents the whole 
Church. All Four confpire together to confirm A- 
, man Catholicks in their Belief of Praying for the Dead; 
and to confound their Oppofers. The Holy Scriptures 
recommend it in many places to the Faithful. The A- 
pofGcs tatighMt. The Univerlal Church; pra&is’d it. 

And General Councils have defin'd it. .. 

- As 


Digitized by 


Google 


[ h : 

As for General Councils, I have alledg’d already,. 
Two very plain Ones; that of Florence , and that of 
Trent. The Council of. Trent pretended no Command '' 
in Scripture for this Do&rine. We read it decreed 
by the Tr/dentine Fathers, bpcaufe the Apoftles taught 
it; according to the Tradition of the Apoftles , declares 
this OEcumenical. Synod, in the id. Chap. & xxd. 
SeJJion ; and becaule it is recommended in the Scri¬ 
ptures , the fame Council, in tlie Decree of Purga¬ 
tory, determines . Prayers for the Vead^ from the Scri¬ 
ptures. 


G H A P. VM. 

Of the Univerfd 'Qjurch ■ Graying for the Dead. ' 

. i . . 

T O ackowledge Prayers offer’d by the Ztniverfal 
Church of CHRIST, with intent to expiate 
the Sins of Souls departed, in a middle State, 
is to believe, this- Pious Cuftome came from the Di- 
s. Aug. Ep. us., v i° e Apoftles. For, as S. Auftin obferves, 
Quod univerfa.tenet Eccic- What the whole Church-holds,- and was not 

h bit «as almiet re- 

eft, nonnifi autboritate A-. tam'd, ts rtf oft truly believed to come from 
poftoiiea tradimm reftiffim* Apoftolical Tradition* In finding out then 
credltur * one of thefe, we leanf both of-them. 

Our Matters fha.ll. be the holy Ten-men of Primitive 
Times-. 

Petrus Verier ahilis 

Writing; againft the Tetrolrufian Hereticks; thus 
exhorts all Chriftim. out. of the Book of Maccalees 

’' ^ .. 'to. 
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to pray for the Dead, the Faithful Jews pray d for 
■the heinous Offences of their Dead ; 
that r what they had Committed , 
might totally he forgiven • and the 
faithful. Chrifiians will not pray for 
their faithful pioufiy departed , that 
their fins not fully remitted , may 
by the fame G 0 D he Pardon'd t 
The Jews pray'd in the time of An¬ 
ger ; and Chrifiians are negligent in 
the'day of Grace > Is not this to pray with intent, 
as Roman Catholicks do, that God will, remit to fouls tjUJemt 
departed, their fins? And what follows will not bona vivorum 
give you leave to doubt that this pious Devotion was be- Mortuis, qui 
liev’d the duty of Chrifiians in thofo dayes. *Let him, p||"' e(r “ f ene . 
continues this {Venerable Writer, that denies the good gar, a.1 com- 
Works of the Uving to be advantages to the Dead >~ e ^ r . 
who Aeferve them , know that he makes a Breath in tinerecogaof- 
^ Faith. cat - 


Ep . i. com. Pctrob. Cdfi. Rogant 
fidelo® Judaci pro deUftis tarn gravi- 
bus defmiftorum, ut quod feccrant, 
oblivioni traderetnr, & non rogabunt 
fideles Chriftiani pro defunttis in fpe 
bona fidelibus eutidem Dcum, uteis 
nondujn plene laxata Peccata rerait- 
tantur ? Rogatrerunt hoc illi adhuc in 
tempore ire, & non rogabunt hoc ifti 
in tempore gratiae ? 


S. (Bernard 

r.a I1«g them, who deny this pious Doctrine, Here 
ticks , and Hypocrites. Is it not , 
lays this Saint, fuffcient for them 
to be Hereticks, unlefs they be 
Hypocrites too. They are Here¬ 
tic}^, becaufe they Defraud the 
ffead of help from the Living, nor 
do they believe that there remaines after Death Pur¬ 
gatory Fire. As Hypocrites, they make a fair fhew, 
and pretending to follow the pure Word of God. 

G . S. Ifidore 


Super Cant lot Scr. 66 . 

Non fufficit hereticos elTe, nifi & hy¬ 
pocrite fint. Mortuos viventium frau- 
dantes auxilijs, non credunt igneia 
Purgatoriura reftare poll mortem. 
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S. ijtdtoe of Spain 


S ifid.&ifp LuicOffic. Etcks*c.\%> 
Sacrificium pro Defunftorum fidcliimi- 
requieofFerri, vel pro eis orari, quia* 
per totum hoc Orbem cuftodimr, cre-. 
dimus quod ab ipfis Apoftolis tradi^. 
turn fit Hoc enim ubiq*, Catholica 
tenet Ecdefia*, quaenificrederet fide-, 
libus defunftis dimitti peccata, non 
pro eorura fpiritibus vel Eleemofy- 
nam faceret, vel.Dea facrificium of- 
ferret.. 


Says, Becaufe facrifice andprayer* 
are offer'd thorow the whale world ' 
for the refl of the Faithful Dectafed y 
we hlieve this Cuflom comes from 
the Apoftles themfeJves. For the Co- 
tholkK Church every where oiferves 
this j Nor would She give Almsyor of¬ 
fer Sacrifice for Souls Departed y 
unle Js Jhe lelievd the Faithful De- 
ceafedy receiv'd pardon of their Sinsc 
■ Nothing can be more fully expreft for Roman-Catho- 
licks. Fir ft, Prayers are offer’d for the Faithful de- 
ceafed. Secondly , For their Reft , and Remiftion of 
their Sins. Thirdly , The Catholick Church thonow 
the whole world pradis’d the'fame. Fourthly , Twas 
believ’d Apoftolical Tradition. And fhall a pretended 
Reformer ftart up, without any warrant of a new 
Revelation from Heaven, and banifli this Pious Devo¬ 
tion, and contradict the whole Church of God, and 
teach contrary to what the Blefted Apoftles deli¬ 
ver’d. 

S* Gregorietta Great y 


Eminent for Learning and Piety, and with whom 
the whole Church of Chrift communicated in Reli- 
page 6. gion, the Difconrfer of his own accord gives up as 
one of ours, lb would he if he were juft, give us afl 
the Fathers, 


The 
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'The Council of Calcedon , 

Or the Fourth General, which the Religion by Law 
Eftablifh’d reverences, approves of the fame Dottrine , 

Recording to Pofterity what was laid to Diofcorius 
Charge, who was condemn’d by the Synod. Amongfl 
others of the Accufations, which were brought againft 
him, we find that he was impeach’d, and /aid to have 
difpos’d of a great fumm of Money, contrary to the 
Deceafeds debres, who gave it 

with intent to be pray’d for. But ^ nc olc an . 4<1 . Tom . 4 . coko 

no body , lays the Aits of this OEcu- Lab. Pag. 401 . Aa. 3 . T3 

menical Synod, is ignorant of the *tp**u»< n*w«$w 

lufinefs of the Renowned Perifteria i* rTs”l 

of Happy Memory. For She Com- uwdt&tu uivnt tmuhv 

„aM in her lafi Will W T'Jla- 'ZSt&’g. 

orient^ a conjtdcruble Jumm of Mo - <><n , $ £ ijiiumiwa 

ney to be given for her Soul to Mo- w* A)yvfitu»t 

'n 2 rr 7 Al tt r THF iVxdldM rWK arm rW Vl/Maf TP* 

tuifteries^ hxfpitulsj Alms - MoufeSj t»v fxvfiunv 

and to the Poor of the JEwptian yiyfnvMj tor *c to q^jov 

province » And yet by the difpofal * T ’ <tl/T "' 

of Diofcorus, things were fo Or¬ 
der’d, That as much as lay in him , even Incenfe was 
not offer'd from the Sacrifice to GOD , in Remembrance 
of the weft iihtftrious deceafed Perifteria. The Acts 
take Notice, Firft, That this Lady gave Money, with 
intent, that after her Death, the Prayers of the Faith- 
fal fhouid benefit her Soul. This is our Article of in BuUa pit 
Faith, which obliges us firmly, to hold, that the Dead Pont ’ 
ore help'd by the Prayers of the Living. Secondly , 

This was the Praftice of the Whole Church, becaufe 

fpoken ; 
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fpoken of with approbation in an OEcumenical Council, 
and no body , fey the Ads, was ignorant or it. Thirdly , 
The hinderance of this Devotion was look’d upon as 
a great Crime. ’Tvvas laid to Diofcoruds Charge, In 
as much as lay in him, Sacrifice was not offered for the 
Deceafed. 

Tlxodoretus , 

Who liv’d at the fame time that this general Cqun- 
cil was aflembled, gives us another confirmation, not 
of a private Perfon, praying in his Oratory for the 
Soul of his decealed Friend, but of the Emperor Theo~ 
dofius , proftrating himfelf before the Reliques of St. 
Tiieo.i. l. 5. J°hn Chryfofiom, and praying for the Souls of his. de¬ 
bitor, c. cealed Parents, Arcadius and Eudoxia. His looks, feyes 
^* S Hiftorian, and eyes fixd on the Tombe of this Holy 
yj nfft iUcu.- Man (St. Chryfofiom } he let tears fall for his Parents , 
K) to .ut- aM( i fjg fegd t f jat h e ^ the Saint) would obtain pardon, 
for them , of their faults contrailed through ignorance . 
t &v ytyzvti" For long before this, his Parents were dead , and he 
was le fi ver y y° un & and an Orphan. 

y eti W 

dyyoicu hJUtmc'nv WaaJ^sf }*>$ 0} t irtt Ifivmt kq(ju£% yuy 

iv ojxpxyitAKA'ntU'/rivrs^ v. 

St. Auftin 


Is fo clear in this Controverfy for Roman Catholicks, 
that Calvin had not confidence enough to deny it. 
st Ji<" sem Thele are the Saints words: Funeral Pomps, attcn - 
34, ie’.vtrbis dance of Obfequies, rich conftrufture of Monuments are 

' JlpofhU. O- 

ratiorubus S r> Ecclefi#, & Sacrificio falutari, & eleemofynis quae pro illorum fpiritibui 
crogantur, non eft dubitandum mortuos adjuvari ut cum eis miferi cordiils agatnr a Do¬ 
mino, quani eorum peccaca meruerunt. Hoc eninj a Patribus traditum univerfa obfer- 
vat Ecdcfia *, ut pro eis, qui in corporis & fanguirris Cbrifti communione defunfti fiiflt, 
cum ad ipfum facrifeium loco fuo commemorautur, Qretur. 
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fome Comfort to the Living , and no Relief to the -Dead. 
But it is not at all to he doubted y that the Prayers of 
the holy Church , the voholefome Sacrifice , and Alms-deeds 
given for the deceafed , are beneficial to the Dead y that 
God might deal more mildly with tbem y than their fins 
have defendd. For this which was delivered by our 
fore-Fathers y the Vniverfal Church obferves, to pray for 
tbofe who are departed in the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Chrift, when they are commemorated in their 
place at the Sacrifice, Thus S. Auftin. And thus Ro¬ 
man Catholicks. We pray for the Faithful deceafed ; 
S. Auftin prays for the fame ; for thofe who are departed 
in the Communion of the Body and Blood of Chrift : 
We pray with intent, that God may eafe their Suffe¬ 
rings, fo did S. Auftin , That God might deal more meekly 
with them than their Sim have deferv'd. We look upon 
this as part of our Chriftian Duty; fo did S. Auftin; 
For this which has been deliver'd by our fore-Fathers, 
the Vniverfal Church obferves. 

Nor is this Learned Father contented here. He 
reckons the oppofite Errour, He¬ 
retical. The Aerian Hereticks y fayes 
he, take their Name from Aerius, 
who being a Prieft , was griev'd that 
he could not get*a Bifhoprick , and 
being fallen into the Arian Herefy ; 
he. added fome of his own peculiar 
Dottrines , laying, We ought not to 
pray,nor offer facrifice for the Dead.— 

The Catholick Church teaches the contrary. This Aerius 
is the firft Man we read of, who deny’d Prayers for 
the Dead. In what lenfe he deny’d them, S. Auftin 
dedares, viz. in the fenfe oppofite, to what the Vni¬ 
verfal Church obfervd. Now the Umverfal Church 

H ~ pray'd, 
^Google 


Vc Hxtzs- num 3. de Acrid. 
Aeriani ab Aerio quodam func nomi 
nati, qui cum eiTec Prefbyrer doluide 
fcrtur quod fcpifcopus non potuit or¬ 
dinary & in Arianorum haerefim lap- 
fus, propria quoque dogmata acMi- 
diflc nonnulla, diccns, orarc vel offer- 
re pro Mortuis oblationem non opoc* 
tere — contra ilia ientic Ecclclia Ca- 
tholica. - 
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pray’d, as this Holy Father obferves, with intent to 
eafe the Decealed in their Sufferings, That GOD 
•might deal mere meekly with them , than their Sins 
defervd. 

S. Hierome 


In Proverb, 


Vindicates himfelf from Origens Efror, in which 

_fome would involve him, writing thus upon this 

cap. 2 . Mor- paflage of the Proverbs; HEfjt ©UlCktD SgJflU hf jftr 

either ahMifery! Origen over-look'd 
ultra spes. this fentence > who believ’d , that Life would be, given 
hanc fenten a ft er ^ an ^ nniverfal Judgment , to all the Wicked 
tiam pertran- an ^ Sinners. What follows is the Belief of the Church, 
fijt origaa which S. Hicrome (lamps with a Notandum, But take 
verfUte extre- N °tice t fyes he, although there be no Hope of Pardon 
ronraq*, jndi- after Death fir the Wicked; yet there are fome, who- 
ciura vitam ma y fa abfolv'd after Death , from leffer Faults* with 
bus impiis & w hich they dyed ingag d, viz. expiated either by Pains, 
peccatoribus or Prayers of their Friends , or Alms-deeds , or faying 
tandum'a^ 0 " °f Ma f e *i hut thefe things , for whomfoever they are 
tem. quod et. perform d, are done before (the Laftj Judgment , and 

Wortem fpes^ t0 °* f° r ^ €r 9ff ences * 

veniat non eft ■ 

funt tainen qui de levioribiis peccatis, com quibus obligati defun&i font, poft Mortem 

abfolvi poflunr, vel pcenis videlicet caftigati, vd fuorum precibus , & eleemofynis, 

Miflarumque celebrationibus \ fed hate quibufeunque float, & ante judicium, & de 1 c* 

rioribus hunt erratis. 


If you ask what anciently were the Devotions for 
the Dead ; you have here Prayers , and Alms-deeds 
and faying of ^9affCjS preferib’d ; a word, which, 
iS fo difagreeable to the fondlings of New Religions. 
If you would know why the Dead are detain’d in a 
middle State, S. Jerome tells 


you, becaufe, when they 
> 1 dyed,. 
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dyed , they were involved in leffer Faults. If you 
urge on, and fay, they do not luffer there; this Fa¬ 
ther replyes, their Faults are expiated by fuffering 
Fains. 


'Had the Difcouxfer feen this evident Teftimony, 
fare he would not have triumph’d, that in S. Jerome 
there was no mention of thole, who depart this Life Pa g* 2 3- &2 + 
in a ftate of Charity , to be punijb’d in Purgatory , or 
a middle ftate of Souls; lure he would not have 
vaunted, that if he did not with Rufinus, accufe him 
of being involvd in the Error of Origen; yet Bellar- 
min himfelf cannot deny him to have been chargd with 
an Opinion nop very much differing from it , viz. that 
All Catholick Chriftians , fhall in the end be faved, af¬ 
ter they have been tryed and purifyed in the Fire of 
the laft Judgment. Rather than he will have a Fa¬ 
ther without Error, he will be twice.injurious to 
Him. When I find any paflage of a Father dubious, 
or hard to be underftood, I ftraightway compare it 
with clearer and eafier, about the lame matter, and 


fo gather its meaning. Thus if I Ihould read in 
S. Jerome, that all Catholicks fhall in the end be fa- 
ved after they are purifyed , or, that Chriftians, if 
they be overtaken in their fins , fhall be faved after 
Punifbment : I ftraightway fuppole, if thefe fins be 
mortal , they have repented of them; and that.all 
Catholicks, whom God has order’d to be tryed and 
purifyed, fhall after b 4 laved. Now, thele cannot 
be all Catholick Chriftians, generally Ipeaking, but 
only thole who depart this Life in Charity, which 
is compatible with lefter, or venial Faults. And 
thele are to be purg’d, not it the day of Judgment, 
but before this dreadful day. This is not my Opi¬ 
nion , *tis S. Jeroms own interpretation; in the end 
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of the foregoing Teftimony $ but, by whomfoever 
fains are undergone, or Prayers offer’d, they are dona 
before Judgment j and that too for lefler Off ernes. 


S. Spipbamus 

Charges Aerius with the fame Error, which we have 
read S. Au(lin imputed to him ; that he oppofed, men¬ 
tioning the Names of the Dead ; asking to what purpofe 
they did it t He that is alive, prayeth, or offereth 
the Sacrifice ; What Jhall this advantage the Dead t 
But if the Dead are indeed profited thereby , then let 
no man from henceforth trouble himjelf to live welly 
only let him oblige his Friends, or give Money to per - 
fins to pray for him , that none of the inexpiable fins 
he hath commited may be required of him. This is 
Difc. p. 53. the Cafe of Aerius in the Difiourfer. Can any Re¬ 
former Argue better againfl: the Church of Rome, 
than this Heretick does againfl S. Epiphanius . Aerius 
asks to what purpofe they pray for the Dead, S. Epi- 
phaniui anfwers to benefit them. 

Aerius prefles forwards, if Prayers profit the Dead, 
let no .man endeavour to live welt, only let him give 
Money to be Pray’d for , 7 hat none of thofi inexpi¬ 

able Sins he hath Committed , may be required of 
him. 

S. Epiphanius replyes, that thefe Prayers do not 
extinguijh all fort of Faults. They only purify the 
flains of (mailer Offences ; which this Father calls 
Slips , of the Perfect. But for the moft part , fays he, 
they therefore profit us, becaufe when we enjoy d this 

World, 
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s. Epipb . bac 75 . pajr. 911 .' 

uVep &-j r rilv yvoud* 

Vn U Ttt cAu* W tfCi’7 IctfACL* 

Tiny frii asroKoirlo/. ’AAA* 00v iff did 
7 reAAct'x/< c* Ki^f/ot Audf ov tw* 
o$zKte&dUi dKonrivf 7* x) iX'-'sd&f 
ha. rfo w Tiht&ifov <nt(jutv *j 
$ Jhccduy 7toti(JK&a, tw pvnfAMV) >9 
VTrif oifA&fTvKuv ,* uV$f ^ af^f* 

70tt\coy V7ri$ @S» « l\o(MVOii * - 

}<> dlKOAWt &C« 


Worlds we wilfully , yr£ »///-> relu- 
Qaitey fail'd, an evident fign of a 
more • perfect Condition ., ' ^/<? 

therefore. make Commemoration of 
the JuJl , <W 0 / finners ( of whole 
Salvation we have fome hope.) 

/w finners we implore Gods Mer¬ 
cy. For the Juft, u>e honour our 
Saviour ChriJl. Here are Pray¬ 
ers manifeftly offer’d for Expiation of Sin, not for 
notorious Crimes; for thele^ no expiation can be 
made in the World to come. They were offer’d for 
(mailer Faults, with which the Sinner laden, depar¬ 
ted, and for which he Puffers in a middle State, and 
therefore Gods Mercy was implor’d for him. 

Laftly, S.Fpipbanius allures us, the Anfwer he 
gave; \was. that. of /the Church, ■ unalterable ; and 
therefore not to be call’d in queflion by a private lbk | em Na:n . 
Reformer, •: Andv-Ifay, put-lues. this Father,- the Church uit. "ov-f- 
necejfarily performs this (Chriltian Duty ) who^receiv'd 
it, deliver d to Her from Her Anceftors. But can any «*»7 *as7 , 
ode break the Order of his Mother, or Law of bis Fa- 
ther i -In. Saloym.'xis written. Hear. 0 Son, the Words I# 

of thy: Father r and-. do notdejpife ■ the Law . of. thy Mo.H M(t<nr<u 
ther ; declaring, (That the Father , who is God , His 
only begotten Son, and the Holy Gbofl , have taught us 'Ll", a r«>v 
by the written and unwritten Word ; and that our Mo- ^ 

■ •> 7 H 6 ptL TT 4 2 «- 

• \ \9u%Jlt if f«. 

' 1 % \ , , , , 

Koyrsf yr&Tfof <nt, x* few &7ru'(ni JWfe*? junr^i ffx* Au!;af, on c -h 7 * £ dy$d- 

p**f iJifJktrKtv o 7itt T»p, Tvri&v o 0(cf, o fcoyo^iyrift x, dyiov TVi'Ju* : /uw - 

wif Ad%S w ^KKhtfdet uy$ £srft*$ Ly dvr$ nMuiwt* d\v rtf ft»i dvvafju4vnt 
tyivou. Ti'myfJLiyuy roiyooy r^y w 7% *JB KKKi\eia< SurvCyd futK$i iycrrcny , £ Wv- 
rw ^^(na.Htof i yivo i uipwv i*.ntyfKTeu 7id\iy £ «r©' 0 r r?.dv&^ 

tv. v ; --Vrv!,j - : * : 
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ther the Church , has fome Laws tut he? owrr Handy, 
which neither can be dijfolvd nor broken* From the fa 
Laws eflaUifh'd in the Churchy which are laudable exes, 
and full of ad tut Hi ft rat ion, this Impeftor is convinc'd 
Language, which I heartily with the Pretended' Re* 
formers would learn to (peak 1 . 


. S* Qjryfoftbm 


Is very copious in his* exhorting Chriftians to pray 
for the Dead. Tile content my Telf with one Angle 
Hom. 3 . in Ep. paflage, but fo plain a one, that none but a Roman 
Sona V^o- Gatholick could have fpoken it. Not in vain , (ayes 
ou^iixS-Tttu- he, is it Enabled by the ApojHcs, that in the dreadful ' 
■m i Myfteries Commemoration bt made of the Deadt They* 
'tonsiTtJrV (the Apoftles) knew very wellf>ow much profit from hence, 
iW w »p/*- and benefit accrews to their Souls » For where all people - 
ft and ( at their Devotions before the Altar ) with 
(soT? eCm\. lifted up Hands , and’ the Quire of Priefis , and the 
Mrr&t. 'lad- dreadful Sacrifice , exciting. Fenerationhem Jhall we 
.ZJrZip>&' f**i *° a P? ea fe GO D , in praying for' them / And this 
ytvimov » truly is to be underfiood cf tbofe who departed in the- 
T V Faith. 

to» y6 imxif 

hail oa 6 *am?©“ X**?** dvariivovliti t k{\^(aa VifavKov, 4 } vrpoKevTcu f $pKi)l$vnA t 
ym r * Jbwricviw uVip ri r 7iv.fliiy yrafaM^mlifj (Cwd piy mji r c# 
wd/ *«f€A<Mi' r. 


S. Chryfoflem fays the Dead are help’d by the Pray¬ 
ers of the Living , much profit from hence accrews to 
them : And the Reformers deny it. St. Cbryfofiom 
lays the Pain hereby, which the Dead fuller, is allevi- 

~ ated, 
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atedyfow fballwe fail to appeafe God in praying for them t 
And is not his Anger attended with Punifhment? 

And the Reformers hold it a fond Invention. S. Chry- 
fqftoni fays, this pious Cuftom receiv’d its authority 
froth Apoflolical Tradition, not in vain Enabled by the 
Apoftles .- and the Reformers 6ontradi£t it. S. Chryfojlom 
admohiflies us, that thefe Pfayers only belong to 
them who die with hopes of Salvation, They are faid 
for thefe who departed ih ibi Faith : And the Refor- ,c *P a S- 6 ^ 
mers explicate him comiptedly of tHe Damned. O 
wonderful Piety of Reformers! Rather than they 
fhould not be cruel to their* Dead, they labour to 
pervert the Writings of the Fathers : Yet I ceafe 
to be furpriz’d, why they exclude the Dead from 
their Prayers, when I cottfider hoW they banifh Chrifi 
from their Altar, and abotifh the dreadful Sacrifice. 


Eufebius Cafarienfis 


Speaks of the ear^efe defire, which Cokfiantine the 
Great had, to be prat’d for after Death, Who took 
care, that his Corps fhould be intomb’d near the 
fhrines of the Blefled Apdflles, whether all pious Peo¬ 
ple reforted to perform the Devotions for the Dead, 
to G O D and his Saints. He chofe , fays Eufebius, Lib 4 .de viu 
this place of Repofal with an incredible Cheerful- npoKo^ vVif 
rtfs of Faith, forefeeing that he fhould fhare after Death BctAAscTH ', 71 - 
in their Prayers, which were Jaid in honour of the Apo - 

' „ , „ . ^1“*^ 
VS&tirrir fUKMvouy iA vum t Amd\wy — 

•ffm-m infroigtr 7^ ¥ li (Mfuir *Vj*J msvtur.-^ 
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filesbelieving that their Remembrance would exceed - 
/«(>/y />/-<yfr /w iftW j #<v jmx /;<? frufirated of his ex¬ 
pectation. An innu merable Multi¬ 
tude of People with the Priefis of 
Cod , not without Lamentation , <?«</ 
with many tears , offer'd Prayers 
to God for the Soul of the Empe¬ 
ror. Thefe Prayers were offer’d 
with intent to relieve the Emperor’s Soul ,• Confian- 
tine believ'd , that the Interceffion of the Apofiles to 
God for him, would profit his departed Soul exceedingly. 
And this mud be to free him from the confinement 
of a middle Hate. It could not be that of the Damned 
in Hell, Eufebius had never fuch an impious thought of 
Confiantine. It could not be that of Heaven; the blefled 
Apoftles there, were to interceed for him. ; It mull 
then be that of Purgatory, wherein, if detain’d, the 
Emperor believ’d that the prayers of the Faithful would 
relieve him. 

There is no reafon in the world to underfland this 
Third Slate after death, of the Difcourfers place of 
Sequefier which was fill'd with guietnefs> nor of the 
Millenary Kingdom, which abounded with dplights. 
Eufebius was never accus'd of thefe errors , nor ought 
he to be taxed with thefe Opinions. And what re¬ 
moves all doubt, is that he fpeaks of the Third State. 
above mentioned, not as an Opinion , but delivers, it 
as the cuflom of tht .univerfal Church. This is veri¬ 
fied by the devotions of the people of the whole Em¬ 
pire, who pray’d to God for the Soul of the departed 
Emperor. Nor could it be lefs than the Sentiment of 
the firft ZJniverfal Council, becaufeit was that of Con-, 
fiantine , and Eufebius , who both fate in this Synod 
among the Nicean Fathers, of whom Confiantine re¬ 
ceiv’d mofl of his inftrunions. Amobius 
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Lib. 4. Aiu. Gem. Tag ult. Cur ira 
maniter Conventlcula dirai ( mcrue 
runt ) in quibus fummus oratur De 
us.paxcunftU & venia poftulatur 
, Magiftratibus, Exercitibus, Regibus 
Familiaribus, Inimicis, adbuc vitam 
degentibus, & refolutis Corpormn 
vin&ione. , 


Tells us, how Chriftians labouring under Perfora¬ 
tion, were not permitted the feafonable Exercife of 
their Religion; which made them thus to complain; 

Why fhomd our Chappels he fa 
outragioujly thrown down, in which . 

Prayers were offer'd to our Jove- 
raign God, peace and pardon was 
implor'd for all, for Magifirates, 

Armies, Kings, Friends> and Foes, 
whether alive or dead ? This is 
exadtly what the Council of 
Trent has defin’d ; Prayers offer'd for the living and** & 22 . Can 
the dead, for their fins, pains and fatisfattions. Did 3 * 
not Chriftians anciently pray for one another, that 
they might be abfolv’d from their fins and fiitisfa¬ 
ctions? And why mufl: not the Dead (hare in the/e 
Prayers ? Amelias affirms, they pray’d for all, whe¬ 
ther alive or dead ? Why do you divide them? 

And thefo dead were in pain or inquietude, becaufe 
they prav’dfor peace. They were in fin, becaufe par¬ 
don Was implor’d for them. If this be not to. pray 
for Souls in Purgatory, the Pifcourfer has forg’d a 
new one of his one. 
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*Tertullian 


Exhorts Widows to be mindful in their Devotions 
of the fouls of their, deceafed Husbands, after this 
manner, Let her pray for his foul , and beg mow for 
........ ,p v- him, eafe or, refrefoment, and his company in the firft 

ret. &refri- Refurretlion , and let her fee facrifice be offer'd yearlv 

nrn adpoftu- J or him > on the °f bn departure. 
tetei, & in 

primi Refare&ione confortiura, & ofFcrat armuis diebus dprrtiitionis ejus. 


Dt Mon$gd- 
mia. Pro a- 
nima ejus o- 


Here are Prayers offer’d with intent to free the 
dead from pain and anguifh. We pray, for what is 
wanting. Now Tertuuiau exhorts Widows to pray 
for eafe for their Husbands,- therefore they, wanted 
eafe, and fo were in pain. He exhorted them to pray For 
refrefhment’, they wanted then refrefhment , and to were 
in anguifh. 

This eafe or refrefhment was not b^j’d for them 
Difc- pag.47. * n Millenary Kingdom , of which the Difcourfer 
Tertuii. Refri- would underftand the firfi Refurretlion. Tor TertuBian 
STpotal them 1 to 1beg this rtfitfiment fir U, DsaJ, 

let ei. before the firfl Refurretlion. Nor can this, be expoun- 
Difc. pag. 4 . ded of the Difcourfers place of feguefter. Here, nei¬ 
ther Eafe nor Refrefhment was wanting i And of 
this, 7er/«//id« fpeaks no where. 

And this Exhortation of praying for the^Dead, was 
grounded on the then Univerfal Pradtife of the 
Church. Had it been otherwife, the Writers of thofe 
times, would have reply’d , ’twas a Novelty which 
*trtuBian brought into the Church, and fo have filenc’d 
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him; Thus they oppofed with all their might, the Error 
of Mmttamuy towards which, I know fertuBtau was at 
this time much inclin’d. But whaf has the rigid Er¬ 
ror of the Montanifts , which allow’d of no Repen¬ 
tance in this life for the relapfed into grievous and 
notorious fins, to do with this pious cufiom which ex¬ 
tends devotion even after death, to Souls departed ? 

And what is confiderable, thofe Books which Tertid- 
lidn wrote, when he could not be cenfur’d of the 
fufpition of being a Montanifts deliver the fame do¬ 
ctrine. Thus he fays, in his Book, Be Corona. Milt- OWationes 
tis, and third Chapter, that we offer facrifices for the p™ natalities* 
Bead, and keep the anniverftry of their Birth. Obla- apnua die fa-, 
tions and Anniverfaries ought not to be confounded; t,mus ' 
Oblations are for the Faithful not yet fully purg’d, 
Anniverfaries in honor of the Saints. ’Tis $. Gregory 
' Nazianzen's Explication : Some, 
fays he, we perform , and fome we s. Grtg. orat. in itui. c*f*ri). 

live. We perform Anniverfary Ho- Alia quidsm perfolvimus, alia vero 
9 -V. y J r dabimus, anniverfarios Honores, & 

nors, we give Commemorations , (or Commemprationes ofierentes. 

Oblations, when Commemoration 

of the dead is made ). With what intent thefe Ob- 


x blations were made, Tertullian teaches us elfewhere, 
for leffer Faults , for which the dead are imprifon’d, 
he (GOD) willcaft thee into the 

infernal Goal, whence thou/halt not Ttrtm , de Mm4 e . 35 . 

go forth , until thefmalleft Fault be Mete inCarcerem mandet infernum, 

vvii'tMtd ru the delav of Re fur re- unde non diimtteris, nifi modico quo- 
expiated tn we ™iayo; **jurre- g UC ddiSo, W ora Refurreftioms, «- 

clan. And finally, TertuBian af- penfo. 

fir ms this middle Bate, or prifouy 

where fmalier Faults are to be expiated, before the 

detained go to Heaven,. into the delay of Kefnrrcftion , 

tp be part of what the Church believ’d^ in thefe 

Words, If you ask' a Command for this in Scripture y 

. , there 
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lib it cer«*. there is none to he found. Tradition {from the Apo- 
Tradirio'titri files ) has increas'd this into a precept ; Cnjlom confirm 
pretendetur it. Faith ohferVCS it, 
aodrix, con- 

fuctudo confirmatrix, fide* obfcmtor. 


i Dionyjm jireopagitu 


Makes mention of Three States of Men after 
death. 

BeHierar. The Firft are the Wicked\ who die mifenthly , and 
Ecdes. torn. i. go flraightway to Hell, and for whom the Prieft ne- 
07 . Edit. i‘a-i vcr prays at the Altar: For the Wicked deceajed\ be 

11 S» 1044* . 

Pag 35 * never prays. 

357 . _ Aid t ' . 

w dvitfon *x vuvI^tm ifivi*. KtMinrfiirotf. 

The Second State is of the Juft, who go flraight¬ 
way to Heaven, and of' thefe he recounts two de¬ 
grees. Some liv’d a divine Life upon earth, others 
not fo fervent in Charity, a holy Life : both after 
death enjoy the fight of God. The Prelate prays for 
neither. They want not his Prayers. For both of 
oiTu t ^ iem h e g^es Thanks to God y who leads here a divine, 
a/h rif iya fays S. Denis , and mofl holy Life , as much as *tispoffi - 
iysd<h, %, lie for man to imitate God , jnall in the next World 
€n l°y divine and happy Rejl. And tvhofe Life is itfe' 

<Tpi 

fjMTiy iftKrlv ffso/ xj 1 rlv iiSvtt rlv (di^VTtt ^ fMDu^ieui AifiOTj: E#/i 

xc it AXfoy ^to/thvf cftipUvw y I c *f if c/ucchTtii *] *t@" cvxv/Jrsj*rcu ratf fifAf 

AfLoiBcit. 'Tnl p 7<tvm 7M S*Us JhuuowVns 0 X'tf iwaiiwm * wx** & 
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riour to this divine one, yet likewife holy, he n>/^re¬ 
ceive equal recompence for his Merits . The blejfed Pre¬ 
late Cfyatlfcd for this divine Juft ice , goes on 

with the holy Sacrifice. Thus the Roman Catholick 
Church holds prayers offer’d with reference to the 
Saints, a Thankfgiving to GOD. 

Befides thefe Two States, we find mention of a 
Third. This cannot be Hell ; the place admits of ' 
Mercy. It cannot be Heaven, the detained are not 
yet fully purg’d from fin, or leffer Faults. And it 
is for the remiflion of thefe, that the Prelate prays. 

The Prayer of the Holy Prelate implores the Divine 
Goodnefs to pardon the deceafed of alt his fins commit- Si¬ 

ted hy humane frailty , and. to transfer him into the 
light and region of the Living • and to feat him in the 
Bofom of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, in a place, where (jiiir dpinox 
there is no more any pain , for row, or fighing. 

v * f ^ AM ifM/fiTHLCi- 

t& to Xi)L0tM4ifrfv<pj K&TTtrrdZcu dvrfo bt pant xj fat {vvjay uf 
. £ *1 ^ 1 & x ,»@ 9 of Wto, ? £/uV« xj At/^w» x) 

S. Maximus in his expofition of this paflage, calls s.Max.inDi- 
thefe Faults of human frailty, little Sins; and thefe “jjj 
are thofe venial Offences, which accompanyed the (AXL$TY,jmATUV* 
dead to Purgatory, there to be expiated , before the 
detained change Jorrow , grief, or weeping, into joy, 
and eternal felicity; and of which the Church of 
ROME begs pardon in her Prayers for Souls de¬ 
parted. 

And left fucceeding Ages fhould be forgetful of the 
dead!, or oppofe this pious Devotion of the Faithful 
for them, S. Denis guided with a Prophetick Spirit, 
left ih few words, Three ftrong Motives, which are 
df themfelves proper to remind the Forgetful of this 

L 
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dcfty, and able to convince any unbyas’d Under-’ 
landing of it. - 

Firfl, he fays, That this Dodfrine is divinely re- 
veaFd. 

Secondly , That it is grateful to Heaven. 

Thirdly , That thefe Prayers will prove effedhial 
to relieve the Dead. 

The holy Bijhop , concludes this 
ancient FATHER, asks, what 
is divinely Promis'd, what is accep-. 
table to God, and what will certain¬ 
ly be granted, ? And after this, can any one pretend 
to be exempted from praying with intent to help 
Souk departed in a middle Rate of pain, forrow , and 
Jighing i or of Purgatory, where lefler Faults are ex¬ 
piated. 

This is the fenfe the Greeks gave of Dionyfius Areo- 
pagite , and they underftood his 
Language. Tou have, fays Michael 
Glyca , chiefly Dionyfius the Great , 
han't/king the Opinion (of no mid¬ 
dle State ) ; and openly teachings 
what fins may , and what may not be- 
pardon'd. For difcourfing of thofe 
\oho. died in Sin , he adds this, if 
they be fmall, they receive help from 
Good Works , which are done for 
them , if they be notorious Faults, 
GOD has concluded againfl them. And Gabriel Seve- 
rus a Greek Schifmatick, writing againft the Latins, 
about the being of real Fire in Purgatory, which 
is no matter of Faith, declares the Greeks agree with 
the Latins : In as much as we (the Greeks) liiewife 
affirm. That the Sauls of thofe who pioufly departed, 

are 
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are helfid in thofe places, in which they are kept, and fet 
free ly Aimf deeds, and Prayers, which are offer'd for aduiLtt?* 
them, <m Dionyfius Areopagite fays. k«i 

pUy jjLtv o7t Xj 
t) uuf o^WAo- 

yvfltp* 077 Mi T KVLOUMfiUvm A' QIKHM9 AVlAtf €lf 

7 8\r WH !< iKUVOVf 07TX luji-JKofldUt <hdL T*'f UTfp dvT*V 7<V0[iiv&f ihUIjMM&f £ 

W&u hiya 1£ o ’A{f0TO>/7«f A/oyt/*i©% 


The Difcourfer apprehended very much the prefiing 
of this ancient Father’s Authority, and therefore would 
have us doubt of his Works, and calls him, the pre¬ 
tended Dionyfius. But the two Greeks above-menti- 
ned call him the true Areopagite; 
fo does S. Gregory the Great ; lo 
does the fixth OEcumenical Coun¬ 
cil. Juvenalis Biftiop of Jerufalem, 
who Liv’d at the Time of the 
fourth OEcumenical Synod, af¬ 
firms the feme. S. Gregory Nazi- 
anzen makes ufe of this Authority. Dionyfius Alex- 
, andrinus Commented upon him in the Third Age, 
as S. Maximus a fibres us. And the Monotholite He- 


S.Greg. bom . 34- Evtng. Cone. 6. Gen. 
A&. 5. Relatio eft aliud Teftimo- 
sium e Codicillo S. Dionyfij Epifco 
pi, Athenienfis & Martyris. Apurt 
Niceph. 1 . 1 >5. c, 14. S. Greg. Naz. 
orat. 42. in Pafcha. 


reticks citing his Authority, ’twas explicated by the 
Fathers of the Church, as that of Dionyfius. And I 
think thefe grave and weighty Authorities will eafily 
fink down the light Pretenfion of a Difcourfer. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of Scriptures recommending Tracers for the 
DEAD. 

H Oly Scriptures have in many places recommen¬ 
ded this pious Office to the Faithful. I’le 
content my felf with three or four Inftan- 
ces. The Firft fhall be, what we read in the Se¬ 
cond Book, and Twelth Chapter of 

The Maccabees: 

And the day following , Judas came with hit Com - 
pany, to take away the bodies of them that were over - 
thrown, and with their Kinfmen to lay them in the Se- . 
pulchres of their Fathers. And they found under the - 
Coats of the flain , feme of the Donaries of the Idols 
that were in Jamnia, front which the Law forbideth 
the Jews : therefore it was made plain to all , that for that 
caufe they were flain. All therefore Bleffed the juft 
Judgment of our Lord , who had made manifefi the 
hidden things. And turn'd to Prayers , they be£d of 
him , that the Sin committed , might be perfectly blot¬ 
ted OUt.' 

Then Judas exhorted the People to keep them- 
felves from the like Sin, made a Colle&ion among 
them of a confiderable fiimm of Money, and font 
it to Jerufalem , to offer Sacrifice for the Sin, welly 

and 
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and religioufly thinking of the Refursettion. For unlefs he Edit, sixci. 
hop'd that they, that wets fallen^ fkould rife again, //J.-W I'xmw 
would feent fuperfluous and vain to pray for the Dead . T » 
' After confidering, that there is an excellent Reward laid yZyovlt 
up for thofe , that die pi.ouJly y which was a Holy , and ^ 

Godly Thought; he therefore made an Expiation for ^ 
the Dead , that they might he Ahfolvd from their 

cLf*t*VA; %- 

***• ! 9idJP mm zi ivi 

■ 7fc\r f T{ 07 KU- 
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$ i\m.0h$ W €WOfoC. 77^1 T TZd-MKQTWV T^v iZlhclTULlv i/TW^TO T4{ dfJjffS* 

iw k i/S>fVct/t- . ‘ 


This is lb plain and eafy , that I cannot irrta- 
gin, how any one, except lie wilfully will miflake, 

Hiould undetfltand it otherwile, than in the Roman Ca- 
tbolick Affirmation. 

: The &», queftioniefs, that they committed, (whom 
GOD permitted to be cut off by- the Enemy ) 
was mortal. The Law forbad to covet, or take any 
tiling appertaining to Idols. They were-commanded ° cut ‘ 7 J ° 1 
to deftroy.' it; and therefore becaufe this Peopled*/ 
taken the Donaries of Idols , they were jlain i lays the 
Text. ' • ' 


“judas and his Company, hop’d that their fellow- 
Souldiers ' repented, > before they.died, of their, grie¬ 
vous S?n.‘ Therd iJvras.ifo^iw^-GifaDnd for this? 
They Taught in -defencexofT their Country, ,^rad'their 
. Religion ':.^: For thefe V they bpa\My. VenturVl their 
Lives: As c therefore • the; fufiice of. GOD. punifhcd 
their Crime, by permitting them to bekill’d;. might 
not thdr itu-vi/ing: Affaciates 3iope the.Diyine $ood- 
nefi would .recompence tin^itentscring) of .'their: Lives 
for j GQD's iIfoMtkn aid Giory^ by.Repentance, before 
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' Death forp^’c^them ? - fits -Atewy. exceed* all pt her; 
<f the Divine' Attributes. At Icaft , ; tKi$ makes the 
cafe ,dubious": Arid' in ambiguous things, a favour 
rable Interpretation is approv'd of; for who knows the- 
fenfe of the■ Lordy or who was His Counfellor ? . If 
this be not x fatisfa&ory, what follows will convince 
you;, for it is certain, That Judas order’d Pra) 7 ers 
to be,, offer’d for the flain, becaufe he hop’d they 
. repented of. their Sin ; Confiderin g, fays the Text, 
That-, there is an excellent Reward, laid upfor lkofe that 
diegodlily , he ttherefore made an expiation for the Deadt 
Is not a godly Death, a mark ot Repentance? 

Thefe Prayers, order’d by Judas , were offer’d as 
an Atonement for die. Sin of the deeeafed : That., 
this was his defign, is apparent. No body can dif- 
pmoe thebeirtgof * Sacrifice among the Jews, winch, 
was offer’d for Sin. The Law of Mofes in Namiers and 
Deaferanoby, frequendy. ’makes mention of fueh a one 
And-ah the Tribes forthwith after the .Battle, agree*- 
ipg in a general ColJedion of a fumm of Money, 
to. be lent upon this Account to Jerusalem, demonr 
ftrate, chat this Sia Offering was .extended to, and; 
affow!<{ of for, the. Dead. , TWo Motives, excited $*.. 
d^s hereunto. Firfi, the Refurreftion to Life ;. For 
utflefs Joe hop'd, that, .they, that were fatten i fboutd rife 
again , it , would fern fuperfiuow . ayd vain to pray for 
the Dead ., i And Secondly * i the Pardon Of Sin ?'. after 
cenfidmng}.. eoMiniids ~dy&Tcxt,p2f&»f ttbentiis aw ex¬ 
cellent] Bewarsff laid up for.thofetbdt die godlity ; he 
therefore made, an Expiation for.: the. Dead , that thej- 
mightleulfolfid from: theirSmi, .. . v /,r.- 
- By. Sin, for ^nqh,PtayeEs;:Wern o^rad, iB aaeant 
the -remainder , of dare.- ftaiit w hich in fer*. 

ap QMigptiar. to fome; temp^f i^‘nahy ,\this. evin 

- J ' dent;. 
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3tent‘: Judas hop’d that the Slain died godlijy, or re* 1 
pemed: but he could oot be of this perfwafion, un- 
left be likewife believed, that the Fault of their no¬ 
torious Crime, was pardon’d % For Repent anee , car¬ 
ries along wi^h it Forgivenefs . Whenfoever you fbaB 
hrvoktt my Name, faith the L O R D, I wB hear you. 
Now befides the Guilt of eternal Damnation which 
follows die' Fault of grievous Offences, as the flia* 
daw does the body,.both ftandingror perifhing together, 
there can nothing, remain, to which the Title of 
Sid may be given, but the Guilt which infers an- 
Obligation to temporal PunUhraent. ’Tis then this 
Guilt which is here call’d Sin, for which Judas, (after 
the hope of Pardon and Repentance of the Faulty 
as the Text affirms ,• Confiderini ■ That there is an ex* 
•client Reward laid up for thofe that diegodlily, who re- 
ppnt of their Sins,.and are pardon’d} therefore made an 
Expiation-for the Dead, that they might he abfolvd 
from their Sin. This is further confirm’d, in theft 
other Words of the Text : And turning to prayers, 
they hegdof God, That the Sin Committed, might be 
perfectly blotted out t The Sin then, was before blot¬ 
ted out, the Fault pardon’d,, but not perfc&ly blot¬ 
ted outj: the Guilt, which defery’d fome temporal 
Penalty, renam’d to be expiated: For had they 
deem’d it had been before perfectly blotted out, they 
would" not havcbeg r d of God, a perfect Forgivenek: 
This had been already Granted.. There war then; 
feme Penalty that remain’d, of which they begtd for- 
givenefi. Rut the Pain of Sin, is, ordinarily fpeaking, 
Only compleatJy fttisfied with pain. Nor can any 
one hope to be perfe&ly pardon’d of Sin, according 
to the'rate of God’s ordinary Providence, witliout 
entire btisfaftion * which, if not paid flow, myft here¬ 
after be compenfared, ' This, 
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This is exa&ly what Mr. de Meiux Writes of 
the Roman CathoJick Belief in this point, in his -ex- 
fylseft.?® client Expofttion 6f the DoRrine of the Churchy which 
all Chriflendom approves of: Thofe who depart this 
Life y fays this Venerable Prelate , in Qrace and Cba-' 
rity t hut neverthelefs , indebted to the Divine fuftice 
fome Pains which it refers/d y are to fuffer them in the. 
other Life. This is what Olligd all the Primitive 
Chriftians to offer up Prayers , Almf • deeds , and Sacri¬ 
fices , for the Faithful , who departed in Peace , and 
Communion of the Churchy with a certain Faith , that 
they might he affifled by thefe means. This is what the 
Council of Trent propoles to us to believe, touching 
Scfs. 25. de Souls departed in Purgatory , without- determining in 
Pur 5 ; ; what their Pains confift, or many other fuch like 
things , concerning which, this Holy Council de¬ 
mands great Moderation, blaming thole who divulge 
what is uncertain, or lufpefted. 

And to finilh ; .This paflage of Holy Scripture^ 
but of the Second Book of Maccabees y is lb ftrong and 
. convi&ive in behalf of praying for the Dead y that 
bur Adverfaries can have nothing at all to lay for 
themfelves, but with a ftrange Boldnels, to deny 
thefe Books to be part of the Bible: Yet the old 
Editions of Scripture in Englilh, which were prin* 
ted near the Beginning of the Pretended Reformation .; 
give them, without dillin&ioi^ their proper place in 
the Bible. What private Revelation the Reformers 
have had fince, to difplace them, and call them out; 
they never told us. The Difcourfer indeed,-gives us 
this Realon for it, that they were never receiv'd ly 
the Jews as Canonical n ; . • t 

. That w;e may well undcrlland the Meaning of this 
Objettion, it will not be amifs to fpeak here, of Two 
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Canons of a Bible, which the Jaws ufed. The Firft 
Canon of the Bible was composed by Efdras : This 
is generally allow’d of The Second Collection 'was 
more ample, and encreas’d by the fuperaddition of 
many Books to the former. This was more rarely 
Ipoken of in ancient Times, becaufe lefs common. 

Twas compil’d lometime before our Saviours com- 
ming r with the addition of thofe Books which were 
Written after the Colle&ion of the Firft Canon. 3^" Appion^° nt 
feph the Jem, allures us of fuch an addition made, 
where he cites the Text of Eccleliaftick, as part of 
their Scripture, which Book is not found in the Col- 
legion of the Firft Canon of the Jews, and was writ¬ 
ten near Two Hundred Years after it. This fuppos’d, 

I am of the Difcourfers mind, that the <Books of 
Maccabees , were not by the Jews acknowledg’d as 
part of the Firft Collection of Canonical Scripture: 
they were written near Three Hundred Years after the 
Firft Collection made by Efdras. But can the Dilcour- 
fer prove to me, that thefe^ Books were not by the - 
Jews receiv’d as part, of the Second Collection of Cl* 
nonical Scripture i 

If the Dijcourfer ( notwithftanding this reafonable 
Diftin&ion) remains unfetisfied, and ftill Icruples 
their Authenticnefi, and continues to lay, that the 
Jews did not receive them as Canonical ; l ie humour 
him in this, and grant him what he asks. But are 
we Jews ? : If the Jews did not, the Church of Cbrifl, 

-receiv’d them as Canonical Scripture. 

S. Jerome ’tis true, lays, that the Church did not J^ r * r * s *‘ 
look upon them, as part of;that Canonical Scripture, 
which was contain’d in the Fitft Canon of the Jews, 
and whi^h; was, uniyerlaJly receiv’d from thfe begiri- 
ning. by ail Chriftians: So did S. Gregory -the Great; ^‘ b ^ l0 l r ,V 
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Neither of them deny 'tfte Maccabees to- be' part’ of 
that entire Canon of Scripture, which th£ Charth of 
Chrift appproV’d of, and read in thtifdayefcr 
45 lin * 5 ano " i 7 \ In this entire Canon oF Scripture, "the Third 
Scripturje MacctUorum Council of Carthage, ,Wllich Air welf-mearting 
Libriduo. . ChriftiAns afwayes look’dupotta^-Orthodox, 

number’d the Maccabees : So did ' Innocent , 
the Firft, Head of the Univerfal Church of Chrift 
upon Earth , in his Letter to Exnperius , Bifhop of 
Tholoufb. S. Aufiht in exprels Words fays', 
s. Ang. i. 18 . ic chit. That the- Jews do not - receive- the Boohs of 
Deu r‘u 7 ‘ Mac f b ? J0 r Maccabees as' Canonical, but the 1 Church direst. 
feci"Ecdeila’pro'canoni- And in the Second Age, the Vikhtinian- 
c»* habeu Heretioks adflerted, That the Bible no where 

patroniz’d it to be lawful: to venture their 
Lives for GO Dr A L M I G H TTs fate: And 
Origen ihftanc’d that Famous Example of the Nlo- 
ther and teven Sons, who died upon this Account, 
out of the Second of Maccabees, as part of Holy Scri¬ 
pture, and confuted them, Reafons, Without excep¬ 
tion, that if the fern dict not, Ghriftkns number & 
thefe Books with the reft of Canonical’ Scripture.. 

y ' ' y 

lit S. Matthew 


Chap. 12 , V. 
32 » 


We read art other Confirmation of tK* Truth, 
where Chrift himtelf fays . That the Sin againft the- 
Holy Ghoft Jkall not be forgiven, neither in this World, 
nor in that to come. 1 cannot chufe here but take 
Notice, how wittily the Vifcmrfer Reafons upon the 
World to come* He wiki have the World to come, 
to be ia.thisi prefeflt World, and not to be, till this 

n i World 
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■woftSttti: «#»; delivers' tiim&F, Thty fCi- , 
ttiollcks ) firfptfe, That the World' tff come, rriuft Jig- P fl g«‘S* 
nify the - time between' every marts Death, and the Gene¬ 
ral Re fur reft ion. The World to' comsy cannot he, Jilt 
this World end (L e.) till -the time he, That Purga¬ 
tory /hall be nor more y which now is in- this Prejent 
World. I expedted the acutehefs of lb lharp a Wk,. 

- could have diftinguifhed between Life , and Death; 
this World, and the next •. elpecially, when Scripture 
had done it before him. We therefore, following the 
diftirndiori whichScripture gives, underHand by this- 
World , this prelent Life , which all Mankind, mote s 
dr lefs enjoys j and by that to come , the State of 
Man after Death, a middle State, where fome Sin is 


to be, expiated.. , 

’Tis certaih that by this paflage, neither in this 
World , nor in that to come, is meant,, that the. Sin 
again!! the Holy Ghojl , in which Man dies r is ne¬ 
ver to be foreiven:> For if it were ever to be for¬ 
given, certainly it would be pardon’d in this World 
or that to coipe j for no other place can be a/Tigri’d, 
where Pardon is to be expeded : And thus S. Mark* M. c. 3 
interprets the Phrafe, He hath not Fbrgivenefs for v * 
ever, and fall be guilty of an eternal Sin. 

From hence Roman Catholicks infer, That there 
are fome Sins not eternal , to^ be pardon’d in the 
next Worlds and if to be pardon’d, withoutdilpute 
in a middle Hate of Souls, for whole delivery, Pray¬ 
ers are offer’d^ by the Faithful living. Our Realbn 
is, becaufc Scripttire afligns this World and that to 
some y as the only two places y ; where Sin may be 
■pardoned,' layings That the Sin egainftthc Holy Ghojl 
ihall in *neither of them,. or never be pardon’d. 

Let thofty fayesS. Bernard, who deny purgatory , ask 
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s. Bern, fuper of him] whq faid* there is fome Sin, which fhafi neither . 
66™tyxTint * e fri™ 60 * n this World, hot in that to come; Why 
ergo ab eo, did he fay this , if there remain in the World to come, 
qm dixit ntt forgivenefs, or purgation of Sin t 


catum efle, 
quod ncquc 

in hoc fzculo, neque In fiituro rtmitfcrctor \ Cur hoc diierlt, fl nulla manct in (\ti 
turo rcmifflo purfeationc pcccatis? • • 


Lib. i. de off. Ecdcs. c. 18. Nam & 
cum Dominus elicit, qui peccavcrit in 
Spiritum fanftum non remitteretur 
ci, neq; inhocfeculo, neq*, in futuro, 
demonftrat quibufdara iilic dimitten- 
da peccata, & quodam purgatoi io ig* 
ne purganda. 


S. Ifidore of Spain is more ex- 
prefs ; for when our Lord fays, 
whofoever Jhall fin againfi the Holy 
Ghofi, it fhall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this World, nor in that 
to come; he demonfir ates, that Sin is 
forgiven to fome there, and expia¬ 
ted in a certain Purgatory Fire. And to the fame Words, 
of- CHRIST, S. Aufiin gives the like Iriterpreta- 
%e! "f2* V c‘ ^ on > F° r J ome S° u l s departed, the Prayers of the 

24*’ Dc De- Church, or pious Perfons are heard; - for otherwife 

funftisquibuf- would not be truly faid of fome, that it fiould not 
ec ™\efafxt\t e f or & ven thern, neither in this World, nor in that 
quo'rnndam to come, unlefs there were fome , to whom, if not in this, 
d'tur"oia**" ** Jhall be forgiven in the World to come. 

tio •, — neq-, , 

ersim de qui- ’ 

bulllaro veraciter diceretur, quod non tU remittitur, ireque in hoc feculo, jjeque in 
futuro, nifi elient, quibus, edi non in ifto, umenremkretur ia futuro. 


And I am of opinion, if the Dtfeourfer will but 
iferioufly confider our Saviours own Words,. that he 
will acknowledge fome -Sins xo be pardpa’d, in 
.this Life, and fome after Death... I. ihall infbmce 
only one Example, fome^vhat of the like.nature tp 

; convince 
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convince Km. if fome of the 1 Difcourfers Compa¬ 
nions Ihgohd tdl him, that he had * Lab-frit in 
hand, and that he was certain never to win it , nei¬ 
ther at the Kings-Bench) nor Court of Chancery- I am 
perfwaded the Difieurftr f or any man of fenfe, would 
infer from this, Pefforfs : talfe, ; that Lap - fuits 'kttt 
pleaded both flt the Kings-Bench)' and in Chancery's 
And why will he not inter from- thefe Words of out 
■Saviours r Some {his fhad never he parden el, neither in 
ibis World) nor in that to come • that there are fontefinsj 
both pardonable in this Wbrid, and in that to- come > 
And if there be- fbrlie fins there t6 be forgiven, I 
fbppoft he-Will* allow of- fame Palh tKere to be fijp- 
Tered ; for all fin deferves feme Punifhment: And 
*tis upon this account the Roman Church prays for 
the Dead) that their pain may be ealed, and fins for¬ 
given. 


< • 


S. PmI 


I Cor. c. 15. 
v. 29. 


0 


} ',0 •*! - * i* - ) 

Makes ufe jof mo Afgaments t© verify theReftir-. 
te<Jioni.bf’.Mft0^ -Devatioj* parfbim’d .for -the- Dead, 
and : jAvt\'Jfitptfkgi of. his ourn‘Life,<’whidi-was in 
clanger g. pfoachtng.this ineffable. Myftery, ^hicft is 
the Founcbdliow of Chriftian Religions- Qfbtrtoife, fayS 
the; Tew*. vohapfiaU\they\do.\thatz are 1 haptifed . for ■ the 



_ _ t _ . '■Difcoutfer' 

gSunfl x^handnefs of \thia .paliage. ' Tam feme what 
9f. h» opihtftH; i Aisifo difiicuk'* that iflWene-a 'Re- 
j&nfe»V.i teeuld,itakfeikxfen<feof hi*-'x v »* 

O This 
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Mark *o. This Word Baptifm, as hard as ’tis, S. ^for^inter* 

Oiat. in Si. p rets t0 ^ p atn or a^ftgrity : And S.- Gregory Nazi* 

LlUW ' ' arizen calls Purgatory. Fire> the laft Baptifm: But let 
the 'word.Baptifm fignify whatever amidlion the Difi 
cQurfer lhall pleafe to aflign, Penance , or Prayer , it 
will ftilf Literally be true, that it is per formed, tobe* 
oefit the Dead: For if the Deadire, not hereby hel¬ 
ped, why does S. Pad. urge again fo earneftlyi Why 
ajfo, to what end , are they baptifed, or afHi&ed fen 
them t If this. Devotion profit not the Dead> might 
'not we anfwer the Apoftle., and fay, to no end at aU j 
And (b void and filence his prelfing Forwardnefs, 
Far be it from me. Divine A P 0 STL.E, to eon* 
t?nd againft thy Teftimopyi 




The beloved Difciple of thrift, (peaks of Twb^ 
fifties of Sinners after Death: He (peaks of thole, 
who we know depart in mortal r or deadly *fin: For 
thefe he forbids us to >■ pray. They are without Re¬ 
demption, abandon’d by God. S. John (peaks of an 
other (ort of Sinners, whom we know, by outward 
(igns .of Repentance, die not in deadly (in': For 
*thq(e he does encourage us, if he do not command 
_ us, with confidence to pray. And this is, lays the 

Q>p.5. T.14? Scripture, the, Confidencdfohicb we have towardshim, 
that wbatfoever . we fball. ask according to His Will* 
He hearetb us. He that knoweth bis Brother to fn, 
a j$in not to Death } lethmMmask , and Life jball 

h. 
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£e given him y finning not to Death. Here Is Encou¬ 
ragement for us to pray for thofe, who die with Re¬ 
pentance And Two ftrong Motives excite us here¬ 


unto. 

Fhrfti We are. encourag’d thus to pray; becaufe 
we ask, What is according to GOD's Will: And 

Secondly, God will hear ns, pardon the Delinquent, 
and give him Life everiafling. The Text continues, 
There is a fin to Death, for that I fay not, that any 
man ask .- Here is an Inhibition to pray for any, of 
whom we have no figns, no Hopes* of Repentance 
at their Death. 

I do not expe& here that the Difcourfer will deny 
S. John fpeaks of- Praying for the Dead. The Text 
is too plain againft him. And what is convincing, 
neither the Church, nor any Man is diflwaded here 
from praying for any. Sinner yet living, nor for 
the Remimon of any Sin in this Life. 1 know the 
Montanift Hereticks held fome fins not pardonable. 
But the Church of Chrifl before the Death .of any 
Sinner, prays, and is often heard, for the fins of 
Hereticks, Jews, Turks, Apoflates, or what other In¬ 
fidels, or iU-Livers foever in the World :. fo long as 
Life is, all have hopes* of Pardon. But S. Johnfy&ks 
here of a Sinner, now placed in fuch a Rate, that 
Prater for him will not be available ; therefore he 
ipeaks of praying for the fins of the Departed,. Of 
thefe, feme die without repentance. Thefe we are 
not to pray for: Others duly repent; for thefe, we. 
are encouraged to pray, and God will hear, us, and ; 
give them Life everiafling. 
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CHAP. IX, ' 

Of ftirgaury. ; . 


I F the Word Purgatory be not found in Scripture^ 
no pious Reader ought upon this foie account to 
fcruple at it: the lenfe of it is delivered in Ho¬ 
ly Writ. Do vve read any where in the Bible of 
the Word Trinity ? We all of us believe in the blefied 
Trinity , one GOD, and three divine Perfons, $%,- 
i&et, £& 0 tt, and |> 0 lp The Word, Catholicity 

is not written in Scriptures : We all of us profefs 
in the Creed, I believe one Catholkh Church. 

By the Word Purgatory , we not improperly fig- 
nify a middle ft ate after Death, where Sauls depar¬ 
ted, endure fbme Pain for fmaller. Offences, not for¬ 
given in this’World. That there is iuch aflafce of 
Souls , I have already from'JPatfaisi. tn& Seripturc 
demonftrated ; for if both; thefe teach Us. t» pray, 
-as I have fhewn, that God will be pleaied to deal 
-with fome Souls departed more pjildly 'than their 
finsdeferve, to forgive them, and td ifeacthean in 
the Kingdom ;of Heaven, who can :jofWy Tcfuferdie 
being of Purgatory ? .This is all wemeonby Tts: 
This is our Belief; and of this I. will. add.one tndip 
Proof, very plain and eafy. 

There are two forts of fin, Mortal , and Penial: 

I call a Mortal fin, that Crime , which breaks Cha* 
'« ’ ■ rity 
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ilty between God and the Delinquent, and for which 
'hee’s to fuffer eternal pain* I mean by Venial fin, 
that Fault, which leflens Friend fhip between God, 
and the Juft* for which, he mud undergoe fome 
Penalty, becaufe he has tranfgres’d, yet not that 
*>f eternal Damnation. I know that God might have 
f)uni(bed all fins, and this too with Juftice, eternally. 

■But the Divine Goodnefs confidering the weaknefs 
4of human frailty, which fades almoft at every ftep 
ir makes, will’d all. Offences fhould not'be Mortal ', 
or lyaMeto everlafting Torments. This he has re¬ 
vealed to us in S. Matthew, where we read, Whofo- Math. *.*3. 
ever is angry with his Brother , Jhall be in danger of 
judgment; whofoever Jhall fay to his Brother , Kaca, 

JhaU be in danger of Council; whofoever Jhall fay to 
his Brother , thou Fool, Jhall be guilty of Hell Fire.- Is 
not here an uncontroul’d difference of two forts of 
fin ,} Some are guilty of Hell Fire* thefe, I call Mor¬ 
tal; Others are not guilty of Hell Fire, but in dan¬ 
ger of Judgment; thefe, I name Venial faults. And 
they are thefe quotidian flips, which the Prophet at¬ 
tributes to the Juft, who fails feven times a day. If 
die be juft, hce’s GOD' s Favourite, and not guilty of 
Hell Fire If he fail, as all oF us do, witnefs this 
Sentence of S. James, We all offend in many things^ j. jam.3.*. 
before he may recover thefe Lapfes, Death 'may fur- 
prize him, when he neither thinks of them, nor of 
the 'World to come, where then muft thefe finalfer 
Offences be Expiated ? Muft the Delinquent go 
flraight to Heaven i This is not a place of Punilh- 
ment. Muft he be thrown head-long down into Hell ? 

This is not a ftate of expiation. The Justice of 
God will not punifh. this Delinquent eternally with 
the Damned , becaufe his divine Mercy has declar’d 

P in 
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Pfal. 14. 
greditur 1 
Macula.. 


in this paflage of ,S. Matthew , that thefe teller bte- 
milhes, with which he died engag’d, carry not along 
with them the Guilt of Hell Fire. The Mercy" of 
God will not afc yet deck him with the beauties of 
Heaven, bccaufe His Juftice has pronounced. That 

no unclean thing enters into Heaven ♦ and elfewhere 
in- he fayes, Who .enters, enters without ftain. There is 
lne then fome middle place of SopJs f aflign’d t^y the Di¬ 
vine Providence, to punifli thefe lighter Offences 
that Juflice and Mercy may meet together. This*. 
Roman Catholicks believe and call Purgatory^ ^ 
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I Hope the "PretenfeT 'Reformers will hereak 
tetbe fo juft, 5 as to grant, Thit the Ho¬ 
ly Fathers anciently pray’d with the fame 
intent, which the fhurch bf (Rome does at pre* 
fent, to free 'Souls decreed , f of their Leffer 
Offences ani Pahis^ ii\i 4 Middle State or Purga¬ 
tory. Petrus• Verier abilis prays, That their Sins 

not yet forgiven, may be, pardon'd : S. Bernard', 
That ’may bb Freed : heitfi Purgatory; 
S. ’ Ifidore,- That- their remaining Sins may be ex* 
plated in a certain Purgatory Fire $ S. Auftin, 
That GODi may deal more meehly With-them; than- 
their Jins 'deferVd ; S.< Jerome,* For leffer-Faults y 
Theodoretus, For- "tobaF thorough Imprudence they 
bad committed ; S. Chryfoftom , To profit the 
Deceafed; and to appeafe GOD j S. Epiphanius, 
To extmgtdfh -not inexpiable , but leffer fins; At- 
nobius, For their fins andfatisfactions j Tertul- 
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lian y For their eafe and refrejh?neftt ; and Dio- 
nyfius Areopagite, For 41 their Jins through ku» 
man frailty . committed. 

Thefc Authorities are fo plain and con vis . 
&ive, That to fpeak fincerely, I cannot fee 
how any Word of Reply may be given 
them. Had thefe fdoly Writers delivered their 
private Opinions, one might have given them 
a put * off, and faid, they Were Men, and fo 
might erre. But whac they fpeak of, either 
intimates the Pra&ice of the whole Church 
in their Times, or reckons it APOSTO¬ 
LICAL TRADITION, or hold it part of 
their v faith •, In which they cannot be faid, 
without Injury to miftake. Would it not be 
injurious to fay, That the Learnedeft Prelates 
pf the Reformers, might now miftake all of 
them in their Books, delivering to Pofteri- 
ty, that in England, Service according to the 
Religion by Law Eftablifhcd, is generally 
laid in the Language of the People * The 
Peafant knows as much, and the very Ideot 
is not ignorant of it. Sure the lame may 
.be granted to the FATHERS of the 
Church. Then they cannot all be (aid with 
Injury to miftake in delivering what was the 
.Relief pf the Church in their dayes. Petrus 

Venerahtlis 
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Vetierahilis allures* us , ‘that the Denyal of this 
pious Devotion for the Dead, is a Breach of 
Faith i S., Bernard believes this Article delivered 
in Script orC'j S. Ifidore, 1 What is praSlifed thorow 
the whole World t and taught by the Apoftles; 
S, Auftin, What the Univerfal (Jburch obferVes j 
S. Chryfoftom, What is JvSlituted by the Apo» 
Hies ; S. Epiphamirs, Which is ordained by the 
Churchy Eufebius;, What'Qnrijlians did in the 
flourtfing Eucredfe erf the’Churchy Arnbbius, How 
they pray’d for the Dead in time of Berfecution j 
Tertullian, What Faith obferVes; and uionyjitts 
Difciole of S. Baitl , alledging the fame Pra* 
<51 ice, who can deny it to be 3(p0ft0llC&l 

3Crati(tfon t 

Or if it were nothing, When the Bret ended 
Reformers jeft the Bjman Church, to have ut¬ 
terly loft the whole Aflembly ot Fathers, and 
-renounc'd 2tp0ft0UC&l Xt&DftfOtl; yet it 
is confiderable to bverlook, rather than be¬ 
lieve, this pious Devotion for the D E A 2), 
Recommended to us in the Maccabees , in S. 
iSMatthe Tb, in S. .Bad, and in S. John } the Be¬ 
loved of CHB^IST. 

Good G O D 1 What a ftate is that Chri- 


ftian in, who rejects the Belief of the Univer - 
fad Church of Chrifty contradicts &pOftOltcal 

a j©?oer. 
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y and ftruggles with Holy Scriptures. 
The Apoftles inftituted what was right • they 
were infpir’d by the Holy Gboft. The whole 
Church erres not in her Belief ; the Gates of 
Hell fhall not prevail againfi Her. Holy Sen - 
ptures agree in the Recommendation of the 
lame Doftrine; they, are the infallible Word 
of G O Ds Here I leave the Pretended peforr 
men to a ferious Consideration of a ipeedy 
Conformity with the Church of pome in this 
pious Practice and. !Btlief of Praying for the 
'£> M 4 Z>. .. 


the end: 

Bcdefid Judith fdjkiMttu. 
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A Catalogue of Books, Sold by Matthew- Turner at the 
Lamb yci Holbourn. 
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Biihop Condom’s Dijcourfe on univerfal Hifiory - Odav- 

Catechifm of the Council of Trent inEnglijh - Odav. 

— Idem in Latin —-. ■ — - Qdav. 

Granada’s Memorial of a Chrijlian . — -Odav. 

Hifiorical CfilleZlions^ out of feveral Grave Protefiant Hiftorians , 
concerning the Change of Religion , in the Reign of K. Henry 
the Eighth , K. Edw. the Sixth , Q Mary, and Q Eliz. Odav. . 
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Great Sacrifice of the New-Law — - . . —- I 2 s* 
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